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Principal’s Message 

March 14, 2016 

Dear OHS Students and Families, 

Our mission is to ensure that ALL students graduate from Oxford High School well prepared for college 

and/or career success.  As a result, it is expected that ALL students take ownership of their learning by 

selecting courses that are academically challenging as well as aligned to their future college and career 

interests.  It is expected that ALL students will select a full course-load (8 scheduled periods).   

In an effort to support students in selecting their courses, this Program of Studies highlights 16 

potential career pathways that our students may be interested in upon graduation from Oxford High 

School.  Despite being a small school we are able to offer many different electives as well as 13 

Advanced Placement course offerings which provide students with ample opportunity to find their 

passion, a key part of the high school experience.  In addition to our expanding AP Program, other 

electives being offered for the first time include Introductory Robotics, AP Computer Science Principles, 

Creative Writing III-IV and a new NJROTC elective, Cultural Studies.   

In addition to our fine academic program, it should be noted that many of our programs offer learning 

experiences that transcend the four walls of the classroom and for that reason cannot be adequately 

covered in a Program of Studies.  Students at OHS have opportunities that include participating in a 

number of different writing contests and workshops, developing original works of art entered into 

various art shows and displays, participation (and travel) to leadership conferences throughout the 

country, participation in AP Saturday Sessions, and participation in the regional and district choirs, are 

just some of the unique experiences that Oxford High Pirates enjoy as part of the learning process.     

In closing, our hope is that you will take the time necessary to review requested courses as a family 

and communicate with our guidance department in order to ensure that ALL students are placed in 

coursework that they find rigorous, rewarding and relevant to their continued development.  Should 

you need any assistance or have any questions, please contact your child’s guidance counselor at 508-

987-6081 or by email.   

Sincerely,  

 

Ross A. Thibault 
Principal     
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Core Values & Beliefs 

Perseverance 

Reflective, Lifelong Learning 

Independent Inquiry 

Dedication 

Empathy/Respect  

  

 Oxford High School's mission is to prepare students to achieve their greatest potential, and take pride in 

the life which they live.  

 

We Believe: 
 Rigorous curriculum must be provided for every student in every classroom, every day.  

 Students learn best in a safe environment which provides for the education of the whole student, 

including healthy habits of mind and body. 

 Students must develop creativity, a passion for excellence, and a commitment to lifelong 

learning. 

 Students must acquire the 21st century skills needed to become active contributors to the world 

in which they live.  

 

21
st
 Century Learning Expectations  

In today's world, information is more available than ever before.  Students need to be equipped with 

communication skills, technological fluency, and the ability to learn independently as well as through 

collaboration.  

  

Academic Expectations 

 Communicate effectively through reading, writing, listening and speaking for a variety of 

purposes.  

 Utilize technology to enhance and promote critical thinking. 

 Demonstrate high-level understanding of content by solving complex problems and performing 

authentic tasks.  

 Discover and evaluate information through independent inquiry and exploration. 

 Collaborate to achieve goals by sharing ideas and considering different perspectives.  

Social and Civic Expectations 

 Respect diversity and develop awareness of multiple perspectives.  

 Demonstrate an understanding of civic responsibility by investigating relevant issues both within 

and beyond the Oxford High School community.  
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Oxford High School Administrative Structure 

In order to best support and meet the needs of our students, families, and faculty members, the 

following administrative structure has been adopted at Oxford High School.   

Administration 

Principal  Ross A. Thibault rthibault@oxps.org  508-987-6081 x35105  

Assistant Principal  Scott J. Connery  sconnery@oxps.org  508-987-6081 x35104 

Athletic Director  Kevin May  kmay@oxps.org   508-987-6081 x34109 

Department Heads 

ELA     Courtney Nugent  cnugent@oxps.org   508-987-6081 x31203 

Mathematics  Timothy Craig   tcraig@oxps.org  508-987-6081 x33212 

Science   Tara Linfield   tlinfield@oxps.org   508-987-6081 x33118 

Social Studies   Thomas Ethier  tethier@oxps.org  508-987-6081 x33209 

Unified Arts*  Jaimee Taborda  jtaborda@oxps.org   508-987-6081 x32208 

NJROTC   Michael Masley Jr.  masleym@oxps.org  508-987-6081 x33014 

*Unified Arts currently includes teachers from the following departments:  Visual & Performing Arts, Physical 

Education & Health, World Languages, and Special Education.   

Addressing Questions & Concerns 

In an effort to help facilitate efficient communication, we ask that students and families address their 

questions or concerns at the appropriate level.   

Level 1:  Teacher  

Level 2:  Appropriate Department Head  

Level 3:  Guidance Counselor  

Level 4:  Assistant Principal  

Level 5:  Principal  

 

 

mailto:rthibault@oxps.org
mailto:sconnery@oxps.org
mailto:kmay@oxps.org
mailto:cnugent@oxps.org
mailto:tcraig@oxps.org
mailto:tlinfield@oxps.org
mailto:tethier@oxps.org
mailto:jtaborda@oxps.org
mailto:masleym@oxps.org
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Introduction to Program of Studies 

The Program of Studies is the document that guides the academic program at Oxford High School.  

Students and families will find that our Program of Studies is a user friendly document designed to 

guide the important decisions made during the course selection process in planning coursework 

throughout the high school years.  Faculty members, guidance counselors and administration stand 

ready and willing to help students with any questions about selecting courses and will help students to 

develop a better understanding of how coursework aligns to future aspirations relating to continuing 

education, the world of work or the world of service.  In an effort to help facilitate those decisions, 

there are 16 federally recognized career pathways with which our course offerings are aligned.     

The recognized career pathways have been included in an effort to assist students develop a better 

understanding of how their educational experiences throughout high school will provide them with 

increased opportunities upon graduation.   Our number one priority at Oxford High School is to 

prepare ALL students for success beyond high school.  Our understanding of success is graduating 

students who become productive members of the 21st Century by continuing their education at a 

college, university or trade school, by joining the world of service, or by finding gainful employment.  

Regardless of the choice made by our graduates, it is our goal that they leave Oxford High School well 

prepared with many options.     

In addition to the career pathways you will also notice the inclusion of a College and Career Readiness 

Section toward the end of the Program of Studies.  This section has been added to provide students 

and their families with important information that they should familiarize themselves with as they 

enter high school.  We encourage students and their families to review this information at least 

annually as well as to visit the College Board website regularly throughout high school to ensure that 

you have the most up to date information regarding college and career readiness.  Included in this 

section is information on the MASS CORE Curriculum.  While Oxford High School has not yet officially 

adopted these standards for all students, we strongly recommend that all students interested in 

pursuing admission to a four year college complete all MASSCore Curriculum requirements.  These 

requirements were designed by the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education to ensure ALL 

students graduate college and career ready, our primary goal at Oxford High School.   

Academic Planning, the Program of Studies and Course Selection Process 

As you enter Oxford High School, you begin the process of discovery and preparation for the next steps 

in your life. For some, you have a good idea of what you want to do with your life and you have a plan 

and path that you will follow to achieve those goals. For many of you, you have an idea of the 

possibilities that await you and are eager to try out the new adventures that high school has to offer. 

For others, the prospect of going to high school and having to make decisions that will both inform and 

help you decide “what to be when you grow up” is both daunting and anxiety provoking. We believe 

that if you put in your best academic effort each and every day and accept the guidance and support 
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offered to you by our willing faculty and guidance staff, you will be prepared for college and/or career 

success upon graduation regardless of your entry point. 

In order to best assist you, we ask that you use this Program of Studies to better understand how the 

various educational opportunities offered to you align to potential college and career ambitions.  

Explore the possibilities by taking elective courses you might not necessarily have pictured yourself in, 

remembering that now is the time to explore.   

 

CAREER PATHWAYS-EXPLORATION, FOCUS, OPTIONS 

The Program of Studies is designed to help you make decisions about your future beginning with the first class you 

take at Oxford High School. We believe that every educational experience prepares you for positive future outcomes. 

At Oxford High School we believe that our purpose is to prepare ALL students to become productive members of the 

21st Century which means that ALL graduates will be prepared to further their education, enter the world of service, 

or find gainful employment through the world of work.   

The Federal Government has created designated “Pathways” that lead to productive and vital work that is needed in 

the 21st Century. We at OHS have adopted these “Pathways” to make your learning relevant and to assist you in 

exploring possibilities for careers, helping you to focus your efforts, and to provide you with as many options when 

you graduate.  As you will see, many of you will be working on multiple “Pathways” as you explore the possibilities. 

Faculty will assist you in selecting required courses for graduation and Mass Core as well as assist you on your desired 

“Pathway”. The following is a list of the various “Pathways” to success: 

 Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources   Architectural and Construction                                         

 Arts, A/V, Technologies, and Communication   Business, Management, and Administration             

Education and Training     Finance                                                                              

Government and Administration    Health Services                                                                

 Hospitality and Tourism     Human Services                                                               

 Information Technology    Law, Public Safety, Corrections, and Security             

 Manufacturing       Marketing, Sales and Service                                        

 Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics Transportation, Distribution and Logistics 
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PATHWAY ICONS AND NAVIGATING THE PROGRAM OF STUDIES 

The Program of Studies is set up to inform your decisions regarding coursework while at Oxford High 

School.  This document offers important information regarding graduation requirements, and identifies 

and discusses various programs and policies. The first section is the introduction, followed by the 

Pathways and the focused Program of Studies by Department, and then the Policies and Procedures.  

This format was selected with the student and his/her parents in mind.  

In order for you to move to the next grade and to eventually graduate from Oxford High School, you 

will be required to take and pass specific courses. These requirements will be discussed later in the 

Program of Studies. Despite the fact that Oxford High School is a small high school, through the 

efficient use of resources we have been successful in recent years in expanding elective and Advanced 

Placement opportunities in order to ensure Oxford High School students have a quality educational 

experience.  It is important to note, however, that although we offer coursework aligned to all of the 

16 Career Pathways, not all choices lead to direct careers when graduating from Oxford High School.  

You will also find that many of our courses fit into multiple pathways and they are identified with 

multiple icons.  Because many of the courses will fit into multiple Pathways, you will have multiple 

opportunities to define and refine your choices in preparation for your next steps throughout the 

course of your high school experience. 

On the following pages you will find a description of the various pathways, the courses that move you 

along in the pathway, and the various careers these pathways offer.  In addition, each pathway will 

have an Icon that will be included in the course description to assist you in your choices for courses. 

Not all courses are available to all grades as some courses have prerequisites. In each department, a 

grid is provided to map out courses for graduation and courses that act as prerequisites for later 

coursework.  
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Agriculture, Food & Natural Resources careers encompass the production, processing, marketing, distribution, 

financing, and development of agricultural commodities and resources including food, fiber, wood products, 

natural resources, horticulture, and other plant and animal products/resources. 

 

Possible Careers 

Agricultural Chemical Dealer Environmental Compliance- Meat Cutter-Meat Grader 
Agricultural Educator Assurance Manager Park Manager 
Aquaculturalist Environmental Engineer Plant Pathologist 
Bank/Loan Officer Equine Manager Produce Buyer 
Botanist Farm Manager Recycling Technician 
Ecologist Fish and Game Officer Wildlife Manager 
 Health and Safety Sanitarian Veterinarian 
 

Aligned Electives (Note that required courses are not listed) 

ELA     Mathematics  Science  Social Studies   Unified Arts 

AP Language Pre-calculus   Astronomy   General Psychology  Digital Design I 
& Composition  Trigonometry   Biotechnology   Current Events   Digital Design II 

College Algebra  Marine Biology     Digital Design III 
AP Calculus   AP Biology      Digital Design IV 

  AP Statistics   AP Chemistry     Digital Photography  
  Financial Literacy AP Physics      World Languages* 
  Intro Computer Science Anatomy & Physiology  
  AP Computer Science Intro Robotics  
      
      
 
 
 
 
*Oxford High School recognizes that the ability to speak multiple languages enhances the employability of our students 
across all career pathways.  We encourage students to take a minimum of two years of the same World Language.  
Currently we offer Spanish and French with additional opportunities through Edgenuity, our online curriculum provider.   
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Architecture and Construction careers encompass designing, planning, managing, building and maintaining the 

built environment 

                                                              Possible Careers 

Architect Electrician Paperhanger 
Carpenter Electronic Systems Technician Plumber 
Civil Engineer Equipment/Material Manager Project Estimator 
Construction Foreman/Manager General Contractor/Builder Project Inspector 
Contractor Heating, Ventilation &  Air  Roofer 
Demolition Engineer Conditioning & Refrigeration Mechanic Safety Director 
Drafter Interior Designer Sheet Metal Worker 
Drywall installer           Painter        Tile and Marble Setter 
 

Aligned Electives (Note that required courses are not listed) 

ELA     Mathematics  Science  Social Studies   Unified Arts 

AP Language Pre-calculus   Architecture   General Psychology  Digital Design I 
& Composition  Trigonometry   Biotechnology   Current Events   Digital Design II 

Advanced Mathematical Marine Biology  American Government Digital Design III 
Reasoning   AP Biology      Digital Design IV 

  AP Calculus   AP Chemistry     Digital Photography  
  AP Statistics   AP Physics      Art I, II, III, IV 
  Financial Literacy Wood Technology      AP Studio Art 

Intro Computer Science Intro Robotics      Injury Prevention & 
AP Computer Science         Safety 

      Ceramics  
World Languages* 

 
 
 
 
*Oxford High School recognizes that the ability to speak multiple languages enhances the employability of our students 
across all career pathways.  We encourage students to take a minimum of two years of the same World Language.  
Currently we offer Spanish and French with additional opportunities through Edgenuity, our online curriculum provider.   
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Arts, A/V Technology & Communications careers encompass designing, producing, exhibiting, performing, 

writing, and publishing multimedia content including visual and performing arts and design, journalism, and 

entertainment services. 

 

                                                              Possible Careers 

Actor Computer Animator Lithographer 
Audio-Video Designer Curator/Gallery Manager Musician 
Audio-Video Engineer Director and Coach Printing Equipment Operator 
Broadcast Technician Fashion Designer Telecommunication Technician 
Commercial Artist              Journalist             Videographer    
                                                                      Web Page Designer 

Aligned Electives (Note that required courses are not listed) 

ELA     Mathematics  Science  Social Studies   Unified Arts 

Creative Writing  Pre-calculus   Architecture   General Psychology  Digital Design I 
Journalism   Trigonometry   AP Chemistry  Current Events  Digital Design II 
AP Language  Advanced Mathematical Video Production I American Government Digital Design III 
& Composition Reasoning    Video Production II Dark Ages  Digital Design IV 

AP Literature  AP Calculus   Wood Technology    Digital Photography  
& Composition AP Statistics   Intro Robotics     Art I, II, III, IV 
  Intro Computer Science       Ceramics  

AP Computer Science       AP Studio Art 
Theater 
Band 
Chorus 
Music Appreciation  
AP Music Theory  
Yearbook 
World Languages* 
 

*Oxford High School recognizes that the ability to speak multiple languages enhances the employability of our students 
across all career pathways.  We encourage students to take a minimum of two years of the same World Language.  
Currently we offer Spanish and French with additional opportunities through Edgenuity, our online curriculum provider.   
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Business Management and Administration careers encompass planning, organizing, directing and evaluating 

business functions essential to efficient and productive business operations.  Business Management and 

Administration career opportunities are available in every sector of the economy. 

Possible Careers 

Administrative Assistant Entrepreneur Office Manager 
Advertising Sales Person Facilities Manager OSHA/ADA Compliance Officer 
Auditor Finance Director Personnel Recruiter 
Business Consultant Human Resources Manager Public Relations Manager 
Certified Public Accountant Investment Executive Sales Representative 
Corporate Trainer Marketing Analyst Wholesale and Retail Buyer 
E-Commerce Analyst Medical Transcriptionist  

Aligned Electives (Note that required courses are not listed) 

ELA     Mathematics  Science  Social Studies   Unified Arts 

Creative Writing  Pre-calculus   Architecture   General Psychology  Digital Design I 
Journalism   Trigonometry   Anatomy & Physiology  Current Events  Digital Design II 
AP Language  College Algebra  Astronomy  American Government Digital Design III 
& Composition AP Calculus   Biotechnology   AP U.S. History   Digital Design IV 
AP Literature  AP Statistics   Forensics   AP European History Digital Photography  
& Composition Financial Literacy Science of Automobiles    Art I, II, III, IV 
  Intro Computer Science Science of Sports     Ceramics  

AP Computer Science  Wood Technology    AP Studio Art 
Intro Robotics      Theater 
AP Biology       Band 
AP Chemistry     Chorus 
AP Physics     Music Theory 
      AP Music Theory 
      Yearbook  

World Languages* 
 
 
 

*Oxford High School recognizes that the ability to speak multiple languages enhances the employability of our students 
across all career pathways.  We encourage students to take a minimum of two years of the same World Language.  
Currently we offer Spanish and French with additional opportunities through Edgenuity, our online curriculum provider.   
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Education & Training careers encompass planning, managing and providing education and training services, and 

related learning support services. 

Possible Careers 

Administrator Coach High School Teacher 
Assessment Specialist College/University Faculty Middle School Teacher 
Career Tech Administrator Counselor Principal 
Child Care Worker Curriculum Developer Speech-Language Pathologist 
Clinical Psychologist Elementary Teacher  

Aligned Electives (Note that required courses are not listed) 

ELA     Mathematics  Science  Social Studies   Unified Arts 

Creative Writing  Pre-calculus   Architecture   General Psychology  Digital Design I 
Journalism   Trigonometry   Anatomy & Physiology  Current Events  Digital Design II 
AP Language  College Algebra  Astronomy  American Government Digital Design III 
& Composition AP Calculus   Biotechnology   AP U.S. History  Digital Design IV 
AP Literature  AP Statistics   Forensics   AP European History Digital Photography  
& Composition    Science of Automobiles    Art I, II, III, IV 
     Science of Sports     Ceramics  

Video Production I & II    AP Studio Art 
Wood Technology     Theater 
AP Biology      Band 
AP Chemistry       Chorus 
AP Physics      Music Appreciation  

AP Music Appreciation  
Yearbook 
Injury Prevention & 
Safety  
P.E. Growth & 
Development 
World Languages* 

 
 
*Oxford High School recognizes that the ability to speak multiple languages enhances the employability of our students 
across all career pathways.  We encourage students to take a minimum of two years of the same World Language.  
Currently we offer Spanish and French with additional opportunities through Edgenuity, our online curriculum provider.   
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Finance careers encompass planning, services for financial and investment planning, banking, insurance, and 

business financial management. 

Possible Careers 

Abstractor Debt Counselor Loan Officer 
Accountant Economist Non-Profit Manager 
Actuary Financial Planner Tax Examiner 
Bill and Account Collector Foreign Exchange Manager Title Researcher and Examiner 
Commodities Representative Fund Raiser Treasurer 
Controller Insurance Broker Trust Officer 
Credit Analyst Internal Auditor Underwriter 

 

Aligned Electives (Note that required courses are not listed) 

ELA     Mathematics  Science  Social Studies   Unified Arts 

Creative Writing  Pre-calculus   Architecture   General Psychology  Digital Design I 
Journalism   Trigonometry   Anatomy & Physiology  Current Events  Digital Design II 
AP Language  Financial Literacy Astronomy  American Government Digital Design III 
& Composition AP Calculus   Biotechnology   AP U.S. History   Digital Design IV 
AP Literature  AP Statistics   Forensics   AP European History Digital Photography  
& Composition AP Computer Science Science of Automobiles    Art I, II, III, IV 
     Science of Sports     Ceramics  

Wood Technology    AP Studio Art 
AP Biology       Theater 
AP Chemistry      Band 
AP Physics      Chorus 
      Music Appreciation  

AP Music Theory  
Yearbook 
World Languages* 
 

*Oxford High School recognizes that the ability to speak multiple languages enhances the employability of our students 
across all career pathways.  We encourage students to take a minimum of two years of the same World Language.  
Currently we offer Spanish and French with additional opportunities through Edgenuity, our online curriculum provider.   
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Government & Public Administration careers encompass executing governmental functions to include 

Governance; National Security; Foreign Service; Planning; Revenue and Taxation; Regulation; and Management 

and Administration at the local, state, and federal levels. 

Possible Careers 

Ambassador Election Supervisor Lobbyist 
Bank Examiner Elected Official National Security Advisor 
City Manager Foreign Service Officer Planner 
Combat Control Officer Immigration Officer Policy Advisor 
Commissioner Intelligence Analyst Tax Policy Analyst 
Cryptographer Internal Revenue Investigator  

Aligned Electives (Note that required courses are not listed) 

ELA     Mathematics  Science  Social Studies   Unified Arts 

Creative Writing  Pre-calculus   Architecture   General Psychology  Digital Design I 
Journalism   Trigonometry   Anatomy & Physiology  Current Events  Digital Design II 
AP Language  College Algebra  Astronomy  American Government Digital Design III 
& Composition Advanced Mathematical  Biotechnology   AP U.S. History  Digital Design IV 

AP Literature  Reasoning    Forensics   AP European History Digital Photography  
& Composition AP Calculus  Science of Automobiles    Art I, II, III, IV 
  AP Statistics   Science of Sports     Ceramics  

Wood Technology    AP Studio Art 
AP Biology       Theater 

AP Chemistry      Yearbook  
 AP Physics      Music Appreciation 

World Languages* 
 
 

*Oxford High School recognizes that the ability to speak multiple languages enhances the employability of our students 
across all career pathways.  We encourage students to take a minimum of two years of the same World Language.  
Currently we offer Spanish and French with additional opportunities through Edgenuity, our online curriculum provider.   
 

**Oxford High School strongly encourages any student considering a career in Government to consider enrolling in our 

Nationally Award winning Naval Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps.  NJROTC provides students with many unique 

educational experiences in addition to traditional coursework that will ensure a student graduates fully prepared to be 

successful in one of the armed services as well as in any other government related field.   
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Health Science careers encompasses planning, managing, and providing therapeutic services, diagnostic 

services, health informatics, support services, and biotechnology research and development. 

Possible Careers 

Dental Assistant/Hygienist Athletic Trainer Physician’s Assistant 
EMT/Paramedic Biochemist Psychologist 
Health Information Coder Biostatistician Radiologist 
Home Health Aide Geneticist Research Scientist 
Lab Technician Industrial Hygienist Speech/Language Pathologist 
Phlebotomist Nutritionist Toxicologist 
Radiographer Occupational Therapist Veterinarian 
Registered Nurse Physician (MD/DO)  

Aligned Electives (Note that required courses are not listed) 

ELA     Mathematics  Science  Social Studies   Unified Arts 

Journalism  Pre-calculus   Anatomy & Physiology General Psychology Digital Design I 
AP Language   Trigonometry   Astronomy   Current Events  Digital Design II 
&Composition  Advanced Mathematical Biotechnology  American Government  Digital Design III 
  Reasoning   Forensics     Digital Design IV 

  AP Calculus   Science of Sports    Digital Photography   
  AP Statistics  Intro Robotics     Art I,II,III,IV 

Intro Computer Science AP Chemistry     Injury & Prevention 
AP Computer Science  AP Biology      Band   

     AP Physics     Chorus 
      Music Appreciation  
      Theater  

Ceramics  
World Languages* 

 
 
 
 
 
*Oxford High School recognizes that the ability to speak multiple languages enhances the employability of our students 
across all career pathways.  We encourage students to take a minimum of two years of the same World Language.  
Currently we offer Spanish and French with additional opportunities through Edgenuity, our online curriculum provider.   
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Hospitality & Tourism careers encompasses the management, marketing, and operations of restaurants and 

other food services, lodging, attractions, recreation events and travel related services. 

 

Possible Careers 

Baker Director of Tourism Development Restaurant Owner/Manager 
Bartender Event Planner Sports Promoter 
Casino Manager Executive Chef Theme Park Manager 
Caterer Facilities Manager Tour and Travel Guide 
Concierge Maître d’ Travel Agent 
Convention Services Manager Museum Director Wine Steward 
Director of Operations-Lodging Reservations Manager  

Aligned Electives (Note that required courses are not listed) 

ELA     Mathematics  Science  Social Studies   Unified Arts 

Creative Writing  Pre-calculus   Architecture   General Psychology  Digital Design I 
Journalism   Trigonometry   Astronomy      Current Events  Digital Design II 
AP Language  Financial Literacy Biotechnology     American Government Digital Design III 
& Composition Advanced Mathematical   Marine Biology   Dark Ages   Digital Design IV 

AP Literature  Reasoning  AP Biology   AP U.S. History   Digital Photography  
& Composition AP Calculus  AP Chemistry   AP European History Art I, II, III, IV 
  AP Statistics  AP Physics  AP Psychology   Ceramics  

   AP Studio Art 
Theater 
Band 
Chorus 
Music Appreciation   
AP Music Theory  
Yearbook 
Injury & Prevention  
World Languages* 

 
*Oxford High School recognizes that the ability to speak multiple languages enhances the employability of our students 
across all career pathways.  We encourage students to take a minimum of two years of the same World Language.  
Currently we offer Spanish and French with additional opportunities through Edgenuity, our online curriculum provider.   
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Human Services careers encompass preparing individuals for employment in career pathways that relate to 

families and human needs. 

Possible Careers 

Buyer Emergency and Relief Worker Personal Fitness Trainer 
Certified Financial Planner Esthetician School Counselor/Psychologist 
Community Service Director Funeral Director Small Business Owner 
Consumer Advocate Licensed Professional Counselor Social Worker 
Cosmetologist Market Researcher  
Director of Childcare Facility Massage Therapist  
 

Aligned Electives (Note that required courses are not listed) 

ELA     Mathematics  Science  Social Studies   Unified Arts 

Journalism  Pre-calculus   Anatomy & Physiology General Psychology  Digital Design I 
AP Language   Trigonometry   Astronomy   Current Events  Digital Design II 
&Composition  Financial Literacy Biotechnology  American Government Digital Design III 
AP Literature Advanced Mathematical Forensics     Digital Design IV 

& Composition  Reasoning  Science of Sports    Digital Photography   
  AP Calculus  AP Biology      Art I,II,III,IV  
  AP Statistics  AP Chemistry      Injury & 

Prevention  
Band 
Chorus  
Music Appreciation  
Theater  
Ceramics  
World Languages* 

 

 

 

 

*Oxford High School recognizes that the ability to speak multiple languages enhances the employability of our students 
across all career pathways.  We encourage students to take a minimum of two years of the same World Language.  
Currently we offer Spanish and French with additional opportunities through Edgenuity, our online curriculum provider.   
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Information Technology careers encompass building Linkages in IT Occupations Framework: For Entry Level, 

Technical, and Professional Careers Related to the Design, Development, Support and Management of 

Hardware, Software, Multimedia, and Systems Integration Services. 

Possible Careers 

Animator Media Specialist Systems Administrator 
Database Administrator Network Administrator Telecommunications Network Tech. 

Data Systems Designer Network Security Analyst User Support Specialist 
E-Business Specialist PC Support Specialist Virtual Reality Specialist 
Game Developer Programmer Web Architect/Design 
Information Technology 
Engineer 

Software Applications Specialist  

Aligned Electives (Note that required courses are not listed) 

ELA     Mathematics  Science  Social Studies   Unified Arts 

Creative Writing  Pre-calculus   Architecture   General Psychology  Digital Design I 
Journalism   Trigonometry   Biotechnology  Current Events  Digital Design II 
AP Language  Financial Literacy Forensics   American Government Digital Design III 
& Composition Advanced Mathematical  Marine Biology   Dark Ages  Digital Design IV 

AP Literature  Reasoning   Science of Automobiles     Digital Photography  
& Composition AP Calculus  Science of Sports     Art I, II, III, IV 
  AP Statistics   Wood Technology I &II    Ceramics  

Intro Computer Science  Intro Robotics       AP Studio Art 
AP Computer Science AP Physics     Theater 

AP Biology      Band 
      Chorus 
      Music Theory  

AP Music Theory  
Yearbook 
World Languages* 

 
 
 
 
*Oxford High School recognizes that the ability to speak multiple languages enhances the employability of our students 
across all career pathways.  We encourage students to take a minimum of two years of the same World Language.  
Currently we offer Spanish and French with additional opportunities through Edgenuity, our online curriculum provider.   
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Law, Public Safety, Corrections & Security careers encompass planning, managing, and providing legal, public 

safety, protective services and homeland security, including professional and technical support services. 

Possible Careers 

Attorney Federal Marshall Park Ranger 
Bomb Technician Firefighter Police and Patrol Officer 
Corrections Officer Gaming Surveillance Specialist Probation/Parole Officer 
Court Reporter Hazardous Materials Responder Public Information Officer 
Criminal Investigator Loss Prevention Specialist Security Director 
EMT Paralegal Youth Services Worker 
 

Aligned Electives (Note that required courses are not listed) 

ELA     Mathematics  Science  Social Studies   Unified Arts 

Creative Writing  Pre-calculus   Architecture   General Psychology  Digital Design I 
Journalism   Financial Literacy  Anatomy & Physiology  Current Events  Digital Design II 
AP Language  Advanced Mathematical Astronomy  American Government Digital Design III 
& Composition Reasoning  Biotechnology   AP U.S. History   Digital Design IV 

AP Literature  AP Calculus   Forensics   AP European History Digital Photography  
& Composition AP Statistics  Science of Automobiles AP Psychology   Art I, II, III, IV 
     Science of Sports     Ceramics  

Wood Technology I & II    AP Studio Art 
AP Biology       Theater 

AP Chemistry      Yearbook 
AP Physics      Injury & Prevention  

World Languages* 
 

 
*Oxford High School recognizes that the ability to speak multiple languages enhances the employability of our students 
across all career pathways.  We encourage students to take a minimum of two years of the same World Language.  
Currently we offer Spanish and French with additional opportunities through Edgenuity, our online curriculum provider.   
 
**Oxford High School strongly encourages any student considering a career in Law or Public Safety to consider enrolling in 

our Nationally Award winning Naval Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps.  NJROTC provides students with many unique 

educational experiences in addition to traditional coursework that will ensure a student graduates fully prepared to be 

successful in the area of Law or Public Safety.   
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Manufacturing careers encompass planning, managing and performing the processing of materials into 

intermediate or final products and related professional and technical support activities such as production 

planning and control, maintenance and manufacturing/process engineering. 

Possible Careers 

Assembler Industrial Machinery Mechanic Quality Control Technician 
Boilermaker Inspector Safety Engineer 
Design Engineer Labor Relations Manager SPC Coordinator 
Environmental Engineer Logistician Tool and Diemaker 
Foundry Worker Manufacturing Technician Traffic Manager 
Freight, Stock and Material 
Mover 

Pattern and Model Maker Welder 

Health and Safety 
Representative 

Production Manager  

 

Aligned Electives (Note that required courses are not listed) 

ELA     Mathematics  Science  Social Studies   Unified Arts 

Journalism   Pre-calculus   Architecture   General Psychology Digital Design I 
AP Language   Financial Literacy Anatomy & Physiology  Current Events  Digital Design II 
& Composition  Advanced Mathematical Astronomy  American Government Digital Design III 
AP Literature Reasoning  Biotechnology   AP U.S. History  Digital Design IV 

& Composition  AP Calculus  Forensics   AP European History Digital Photography  
  AP Statistics  Science of Automobiles AP Psychology  Art I, II, III, IV 
     Science of Sports     Ceramics  

Wood Technology    AP Studio Art 
AP Biology       Theater 
AP Chemistry       Injury & Prevention 

AP Physics     *World Languages  
 

 
 
 
 
*Oxford High School recognizes that the ability to speak multiple languages enhances the employability of our students 
across all career pathways.  We encourage students to take a minimum of two years of the same World Language.  
Currently we offer Spanish and French with additional opportunities through Edgenuity, our online curriculum provider.   
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Marketing, Sales & Service careers encompass planning, managing, and performing marketing activities to reach 

organizational objectives. 

Possible Careers 

Copywriter/Designer Logistics Manager Shipping/Receiving Clerk 
E-Commerce Director Merchandise Buyer Telemarketer 
Entrepreneur On-line Market Researcher Trade Show Manager 
Field Marketing Representative Public Relations Manager Warehouse Manager 
Forecasting Manager Promotions Manager Webmaster 
Interactive Media Specialist Retail Marketing Coordinator  
Inventory Manager/Analyst Sales Executive  
 

Aligned Electives (Note that required courses are not listed) 

ELA     Mathematics  Science  Social Studies   Unified Arts 

Creative Writing  Pre-calculus   Architecture   General Psychology  Digital Design I 
Journalism   Intro to Stats  Anatomy & Physiology  Current Events  Digital Design II 
AP Language  Financial Literacy Astronomy  American Government Digital Design III 
& Composition Advanced Mathematical  Biotechnology   AP U.S. History  Digital Design IV 

AP Literature  Reasoning   Forensics   AP European History Digital Photography  
& Composition AP Calculus   Science of Automobiles AP Psychology  Art I, II, III, IV 
  AP Statistics  Science of Sports     Ceramics  

Wood Technology    AP Studio Art 
AP Biology       Theater 
AP Chemistry      Band 
AP Physics      Chorus 

Music Appreciation  
AP Music Theory  
Yearbook 
World Languages* 

 
*Oxford High School recognizes that the ability to speak multiple languages enhances the employability of our students 
across all career pathways.  We encourage students to take a minimum of two years of the same World Language.  
Currently we offer Spanish and French with additional opportunities through Edgenuity, our online curriculum provider.   
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Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics careers encompass planning, managing, and providing 

scientific research and professional and technical services (e.g., technology engineering, social science, 

engineering) including laboratory and testing services, and research and development services. 

Possible Careers 

Aerospace Engineer Biomedical Engineer Geothermal Engineer 
Agriculture Engineer CAD Technician Math Teacher 
Analytical Chemist Civil Engineer Mathematician 
Anthropologist Computer Programmer Metallurgist 
Architectural Engineer Ecologist Statistician 
Astrophysicist Geologist Survey Technician 
  Zoologist 

Aligned Electives (Note that required courses are not listed) 

ELA     Mathematics  Science  Social Studies   Unified Arts 

Journalism  Pre-calculus   Architecture   General Psychology  Digital Design I 
AP Language  Intro to Stats   Anatomy & Physiology  Current Events  Digital Design II 
& Composition  Financial Literacy  Astronomy  American Government Digital Design III   
  AP Calculus   Biotechnology   AP U.S. History   Digital Design IV 

  AP Statistics   Forensics   AP European History Digital Photography  
  AP Physics  Intro Robotics  AP Psychology  Art I, II, III, IV 
  Intro Computer Science Science of Sports     Ceramics  

AP Computer Science  Video Production I & II    AP Studio Art 
Wood Technology     Theater 
AP Biology        Band 
AP Chemistry       Chorus 
      Music Appreciation  
      AP Music Theory  

Yearbook 
Injury Prevention & 
Safety  
World Languages* 

 
*Oxford High School recognizes that the ability to speak multiple languages enhances the employability of our students 
across all career pathways.  We encourage students to take a minimum of two years of the same World Language.  
Currently we offer Spanish and French with additional opportunities through Edgenuity, our online curriculum provider.   
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Transportation, Distribution & Logistics careers encompass planning, management, and movement of people, 

materials, and goods by road, pipeline, air, rail, and water and related professional and technical support 

services such as transportation infrastructure planning and management, logistics services, mobile equipment 

and facility maintenance.  

Possible Careers 

Airplane Pilot/Co-Pilot Industrial Equipment Manager Storage and Distribution 
Manager 

Air Traffic Controller Industrial and Packaging Engineer Transportation Manager 
Avionics Technician International Logistics Specialist Truck Driver 
Cargo and Freight Agent Locomotive Engineer Urban and Regional Planner 
Customs Inspector Marine Captain Warehouse Manager 
Environmental Manager Port Manager  
Facility Engineer Safety Analyst  
 

Aligned Electives (Note that required courses are not listed) 

ELA     Mathematics  Science  Social Studies   Unified Arts 

Journalism   Pre-calculus   Architecture   General Psychology  Digital Design I 
AP Language   Intro to Stats   Anatomy & Physiology  Current Events  Digital Design II 
& Composition  Trigonometry   Astronomy  American Government Digital Design III 
AP Literature AP Calculus   Biotechnology   AP U.S. History   Digital Design IV 
& Composition  AP Statistics   Forensics   AP European History Digital Photography  
  Intro Computer Science Intro Robotics   AP Psychology   Art I, II, III, IV 
  AP Computer Science Science of Sports     Ceramics  

Wood Technology    AP Studio Art 
AP Biology     Music Appreciation      
AP Chemistry      Theater  
      World Languages* 

       
 
*Oxford High School recognizes that the ability to speak multiple languages enhances the employability of our students 
across all career pathways.  We encourage students to take a minimum of two years of the same World Language.  
Currently we offer Spanish and French with additional opportunities through Edgenuity, our online curriculum provider.   
 
**Oxford High School strongly encourages any student considering a career in transportation or logistics to consider 

enrolling in our Nationally Award winning Naval Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps.  NJROTC provides students with 

many unique educational experiences in addition to traditional coursework that will ensure a student graduates fully 

prepared to be successful in the area of transportation and logistics.   
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English I – Honors (211)                                                                                                              5 Credits 
English I Honors is a full year course that focuses on the theme of dystopia through novels, including 
but not limited to Lord of the Flies, Fahrenheit 451, The Hunger Games, current events (non-fiction), 
and allegory. Through these topics, students will acquire skills in the following areas: vocabulary, 
grammar, speaking & listening, and reading comprehension. Students will also write in a variety of 
genres including open response, narrative, expository, synthesis, argument, and research. Students will 
be required to participate in discussions about each topic. 
 
In addition, students will be required to read 2-4 independently selected novels. Students will use 
these novels to complete projects as well as prepare for MCAS Long Composition. Students will also 
complete various MCAS Release Items in preparation for the exam.  
 
Honors level courses at Oxford High School are more rigorous than the College Prep level and require 
additional effort and more independent work than that of the CP Level course.  Students who plan to 
take advantage of AP Course offerings in their Junior or Senior year are encouraged to take Honors 
English I in preparation for the rigor of our AP program.   
 
English I – College & Career Success Prep (215)                                                                       5 Credits 
English I College & Career Success Prep focuses on the same themes and completes many of the same 
assignments as English I Honors course; however additional supports are put in place in order to make 
the curriculum accessible for all learners.  Students who enroll in English I College & Career Success 
Prep will develop the necessary skills to be college and career ready upon graduation.   
 
English II - Honors (221)                                                                                                               5 Credits 
English II Honors is considered one of our Pre-AP courses as the rigor of the course is designed to fully 
prepare students for success in one of our AP courses in their 11th grade year.  English II Honors is a full 
year course that focuses on the theme of oppression including units about race, religion, gender, 
current events (non-fiction), and allegory. Through these topics, students will acquire skills in the 
following areas: vocabulary, grammar, speaking & listening, and reading comprehension. Students will 
also write in a variety of genres including open response, narrative, expository, synthesis, argument, 
and research.   Students will be required to participate in discussions about each topic. 
 
In addition, students will be required to read 2-4 independently selected novels. Students will use 
these novels to complete projects as well as prepare for MCAS Long Composition. Students will also 
complete various MCAS Release Items in preparation for the exam. 
Prerequisites:  Successful completion of English I AND Teacher recommendation OR administrator 
approval 
 
English II – College & Career Success Prep (225)                                                                      5 Credits 
English II College & Career Success Prep focuses on the same themes and completes many of the same 
assignments as English II Honors course; however additional supports are put in place in order to make 
curriculum accessible for all learners.  Students who enroll in English II College Prep will develop the 
necessary skills to be college and career ready upon graduation.    
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AP English Language & Composition- Advanced Placement (250)                                         5 Credits    
This course is offered to 11th graders who have taken English II Honors or 12th graders who have taken 
American Literature Honors or any 11th or 12th grade student recommended by a teacher, 
administrator or guidance counselor.   An AP course in English Language and Composition prepares 
students in becoming skilled readers of prose written in a variety of rhetorical contexts, and in 
becoming skilled writers who compose for a variety of purposes.  Both their writing and their reading 
should make students aware of the interactions among a writer’s purpose, audience expectations, and 
subjects, as well as the way genre conventions and the resources of language contribute to 
effectiveness in writing. Students who earn a qualifying score of 3 or above on the AP exam may earn 
college credit.  Those enrolled should expect a rigorous workload; this course is intended to be the 
equivalent of an introductory college level composition class and will prepare you for college. 
Prerequisites: Successful completion of English I, English II AND Agreement to AP Contract AND 
Teacher recommendation OR administrator approval        
 
English III - Honors (261)                            5 Credits 
Students demonstrate proficiency in descriptive, persuasive, narrative, and literary analysis writing.  
Reading comprehension, critical thinking, and both literary and media analysis skills will be applied to 
novels, plays, short stories and poems. Students are expected to use all conventions of Standard 
English to edit their writing. Vocabulary acquisition and College Board preparation are also 
emphasized. Several short formal papers are required, in addition to a 6-8 page research paper.  As an 
Honors level course students can expect the pace to be quicker than that of the College & Career 
Success Prep level course and will be required to complete additional independent assignments from 
their peers enrolled in the CCSP level course.   
Prerequisites: Successful completion of English I and English II AND Teacher recommendation OR 
administrator approval   
 
English III – College & Career Success Prep (263)                          5 Credits 
Students demonstrate proficiency in descriptive, persuasive, narrative, and literary analysis writing.  
Reading comprehension, critical thinking, and both literary and media analysis skills will be applied to 
novels, plays, short stories and poems. Students are expected to use all conventions of Standard 
English to edit their writing. Vocabulary acquisition and College Board preparation are also 
emphasized. Several short formal papers are required, in addition to a 6-8 page research paper.   
Prerequisites:  Successful completion of English I and English II 
 
AP English Literature & Composition-Advanced Placement (240)                     5 Credits  
This AP course is offered to seniors who are planning to take the Advanced Placement English 
Literature and Composition examination in May. Although it is called English Lit, this is an 
English/World Lit course. Students read from a variety of works of both English and World Lit, with the 
emphasis on English Lit. The class is conducted in the same manner as Pre-AP American Lit, with an 
emphasis on critical reading and writing skills. The English Lit survey course ranges from the Middle 
Ages to the present. World Lit, in the form of novels and plays, is generally from the 19th and 20th 
centuries. As the students are expected to be familiar with various literary periods and genres, material 
is presented chronologically. 
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As the students will be taking the AP exam in May, great emphasis is placed on writing a good essay 
under pressure and tackling multiple-choice questions. Students do many practice exercises in both. In 
the last few weeks preceding the AP exam, the students focus on the exam by taking sample tests and 
timed writings. Students will be required to purchase the textbook if they want to keep them after the 
completion of the course and pay the AP exam fee.  Students who earn a qualifying score of 3 or above 
on the AP exam may earn college credit. 
Prerequisites: Successful completion of English I, English II, Agreement to AP Contract AND Teacher 
recommendation OR administrator approval          
 
English IV – Honors (271)                       5 Credits 
This survey course reviews the language and varying genres of world literature, exposing students to 

an awareness and appreciation of literature from a multitude of countries.  Students will examine 

works from the Anglo-Saxon, Greek/Roman and Medieval periods to the English Renaissance, through 

the Enlightenment, Romanticism and contemporary novels/plays.   

This course offers students exposure to high-quality, appealing traditional and contemporary literary 

selections with an emphasis on identifying literary concepts and writers’ techniques that will aide in 

developing mature patterns of thought in both formal writing and public speaking. Students will 

engage in careful reading and critical analysis of these selections while considering a work’s structure, 

style and themes as well as use of figurative language, imagery, and symbolism.   

Expanding vocabulary and applying newly acquired terminology, taken from selected readings, will 

prepare students for future writing required in college courses as well as wording utilized in the 

working world. Students will be required to write a documented research paper/MLA format. 

Several independent outside reading assignments/projects will be required. 
Prerequisites: Successful completion of ELA I, II, III AND Teacher recommendation or administrator 
approval  
 
English IV – College & Career Success Prep (273)                  5 Credits 
This survey course reviews the language and varying genres of world literature, exposing students to 
an awareness and appreciation of literature from a multitude of countries.  Students will examine 
works from the Anglo-Saxon, Greek/Roman and Medieval periods to the English Renaissance, through 
the Enlightenment, Romanticism and contemporary novels/plays.  Students will engage in careful 
reading and critical analysis of these selections while considering a work’s structure, style and themes 
as well as use of figurative language, imagery, and symbolism.   
 
Developing and extending vocabulary is emphasized with selected words taken from the readings to 
prepare students for writing commonly required in college courses and/or in the world of work.  
Students will be required to write a documented research paper. 
Prerequisites:  Successful completion of English I, English II, and English III 
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English Language Arts Electives: 
Journalism-College & Career Success Prep (246)                   2.5 Credits   
In this course, students produce news stories, editorials, features, and sports articles as they learn the 
basics of journalism. The course covers laws and ethics, freedom of the press, and the principles of 
journalistic writing. Students learn how to generate ideas and conduct interviews. They improve their 
writing skills by concentrating on properly organizing their ideas and using correct grammar and 
vocabulary as they compose their articles and assignments. During the process, they learn how to think 
critically about the main ideas, points of view and bias, validity of sources, and the relevance of the 
various topics they write about. 
 
Creative Writing I- College & Career Success Prep  (253)       2.5 Credits 
Students will be introduced to genres such as short story, memoir, and poetry. Students will practice 
and learn basic writing techniques and create their own pieces of fiction and memoir. They will also 
have writing workshops, give and receive feedback, and focus on revision. This course is a prerequisite 
to Creative Writing II and is open to all grade levels. 
 
Creative Writing II- College & Career Success Prep  (254)      2.5 Credits 
After successfully completing Creative Writing I, students will continue to read and explore genres such 
as short story, memoir, and poetry. Students will practice and learn more advanced writing techniques 
and create their own pieces of fiction and memoir. The course will be heavily focused on writing 
workshop—giving and receiving feedback, and focusing on revision and editing. Students will create a 
writing portfolio as the capstone project for this course. 
Prerequisites:  Successful completion of Creative Writing I 
 
Creative Writing III-IV-College & Career Success Prep (255)    2.5 Credits  
Students who successfully complete Creative Writing I and II are invited to enroll in this advanced 
writing course.  Students will continue to explore various genres of writing, including short story, 
memoir, and poetry while honing their own creative writing craft, creating various original works 
throughout the course.  Students are expected to be active participants in the writing workshop.  
Students will create a writing portfolio as the capstone project for this course.   
Prerequisites:  Successful completion of Creative Writing I and Creative Writing II 
 

Grade Grade 9  Grade 10  Grade 11 Grade 12  

Core Course English I English II 

English III OR AP 
Language & 
Composition 

English IV OR AP 
Literature & 
Composition  

Electives Creative Writing I  Creative Writing I Creative Writing I  Creative Writing I   

  Creative Writing II Creative Writing II Creative Writing II Creative Writing II 

 Creative Writing III-IV Creative Writing III-IV Creative Writing III-IV Creative Writing III-IV 

  Journalism College Writing College Writing 

      Journalism  Journalism  
*Please note that all OHS students must pass four “Core Courses” in ELA as a graduation requirement.   
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Algebra I – College & Career Success Prep (312)                  5 Credits 
This course reviews the major topics covered in Pre-Algebra and then moves on to cover more 
advanced Algebra 1 concepts. Emphasis is placed on reinforcing and further developing strong 
algebraic skills and problem solving.  Some of the specific topics that will be covered include:  
Equations, Inequalities, Functions, Linear Functions, Systems of Equations, Exponents, Polynomials, 
Factoring Polynomials, Quadratic Functions and Equations, Exponential Functions, and Data Analysis 
and Probability. 
 
Geometry – Honors (321)                          5 Credits 
This honors level course is open to Grade 9 or 10 students who have successfully completed Algebra I.  
Topics covered in depth will include: points, lines, planes, segments, angles, parallel lines, triangles, 
perpendicularity, congruence, similarity, quadrilaterals, circles, right triangles, trigonometry, 
perimeter, area, volume, surface area and transformations.  A strong emphasis will be placed on using 
Algebra skills to solve geometry problems and on doing formal proofs throughout the course.   
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Algebra I AND teacher recommendation OR administrator 
approval  
 
Geometry – College & Career Success Prep (327)                  5 Credits 
This course is designed to prepare sophomores for the successful completion of the MCAS test and to 
give students the necessary geometric knowledge needed at the college level.  Topics covered will 
include: points, lines, planes, segments, angles, parallel lines, triangles, perpendicularity, congruence, 
similarity, quadrilaterals, circles, right triangles, trigonometry, perimeter, area, volume, surface area, 
coordinate geometry and transformations. A strong emphasis will be placed both on using higher order 
Algebra I skills to solve geometry problems, as well as doing formal proofs, throughout the course. 
Prerequisites:  Successful completion of Algebra I 
 
Algebra II – Honors (331)                          5 Credits 
This course is designed for sophomores who plan to take calculus in their senior year. This course 
combines a comprehensive review of Algebra I skills with more in depth understanding of those skills, 
along with additional topics such as quadratic functions and graphs, exponents, radicals, and rational 
expressions, complex numbers, and introduction to trigonometry. Students will represent and model 
mathematical situations to solve meaningful problems, analyze situations to make predictions.  
Students will also understand a variety of representations for mathematical problems (numerical, 
algebraic, and graphical).  The use of the graphing calculator, currently the TI-84 Plus, is frequent in 
order to promote faster and more in-depth analytical study of the lines and curves, and to help 
prepare the students for the extensive use of the technology in higher level courses and in college. 
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Algebra I and Geometry AND Teacher recommendation OR 
administrator approval   
  
 
Algebra II – College & Career Success Prep (335)                  5 Credits 
This course is designed for students who have successfully completed Algebra I and Geometry.  It 
combines comprehensive review of Algebra I skills with work on additional topics such as quadratic 
functions and graphs, exponents, radicals, radical equations, complex numbers, and rational 
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expressions.  In addition, students will utilize the TI-84 graphing calculators extensively in order to 
deepen their understanding of a function’s graphical behavior. 
Prerequisites:  Successful completion of Algebra I and Geometry 
 
Financial Literacy-College & Career Success Prep (355)         2.5 Credits 
This semester course is designed for juniors and seniors and will help students master the foundational 
elements of personal finance and prepare for life on their own. This course will give students the 
necessary vocabulary and skills to help students easily grasp the essentials of personal finance.  By 
giving students multiple opportunities to practice core skills they will be able to see the real-world 
impact of the financial decisions they make. 
Prerequisites:  Successful completion of Algebra II 
 
Introduction to Statistics-College & Career Success Prep (356)        2.5 Credits 
This semester course is designed for juniors and seniors and will introduce students to the concepts 
necessary to be successful for the first year of college statistics.  Students will conduct surveys, collect 
data, and analyze that data by calculating measures of central tendency and measures of dispersion.  
Students will also work with and analyze normal distributions of data.  Throughout the course 
statistical methods will be carefully presented with a focus on understanding the suitability of the 
method and the meaning of the result.  Statistical methods and measurements will be developed in the 
context of applications. 
Prerequisites:  Successful completion of Algebra 2 
 
Integrated Math I – College & Career Success Prep (346)                  5 Credits 
This is broad based course which reviews mathematics standards covering Number Sense, Algebra, 
Geometry, Statistics, Probability and Logic. These topics are presented as tools for investigating and 
exploring new math concepts.  Also included will be specific review topics to assist those students that 
may need to retake the MCAS test. The type of questions chosen will be found by analyzing MCAS 
data. They will be those that were particularly troublesome to students. 
Prerequisites:  Completion of Algebra I and Geometry 
 
Advanced Mathematical Decision Making – College & Career Success Prep (364)         5 Credits 
This course is designed as a fourth year of mathematics.  It is an exploration based problem solving 
math course in which students utilize genuine applications to further their understanding of algebraic, 
geometrical, and statistical concepts.  While emphasizing statistical and financial applications, this 
course prepares students to use a variety of mathematical tools and approaches to model a range of 
situations and to solve an array of real world problems. 
Prerequisites:  Prior completion of 3 Mathematics courses 

Trigonometry-College & Career Success Prep (349)                 5 Credits 
The purpose of this course is to introduce and study the properties of the trigonometric functions. 

Trigonometric functions are used in two ways. First, they are used to answer quantitative questions 

about triangles. Second, whenever one quantity changes continuously and periodically with respect to 

another quantity, trigonometric functions are used to model the situation (like the motion of the moon 

about the earth). The class takes every opportunity to show how algebra with trigonometry is a modern 
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modelling language for real-life problems. Much attention is devoted to the use of trigonometric 

functions in calculus and more advanced mathematics courses.  

Prerequisites: Successful completion of Algebra 2 

 
Pre-Calculus – Honors (341)                                    5 Credits 
This is a rigorous course designed to prepare students for an in-depth study of Calculus.  This course 
will focus on topics in Trigonometry and Function Behavior as well as those needed for the successful 
study of Calculus.  A principal feature throughout the course will be the balance among the algebraic, 
numerical, graphical, and verbal methods of representing problems.  Specific topics include 
Polynomial, Power, Rational, Exponential, Logarithmic, Logistic, and Trigonometric functions, Analytical 
and Applicative Trigonometry, and Conic Sections.  The use of the TI-84 plus graphing calculator will be 
extensive and it is highly suggested that students purchase their own. 
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Geometry, Algebra II AND Teacher recommendation or 
administrator approval  
 
AP Calculus AB – Advanced Placement (350)                                             5 Credits 
This is a rigorous, college-level course in differential and integral calculus, equivalent to one semester 
of calculus at most universities.  Topics include Limits and Continuity, Derivatives and their 
applications, Integrals and their applications, Anti-derivatives and the Fundamental Theorem of 
Calculus, and an introduction to Differential Equations using Slope Fields.  There is an emphasis on 
conceptual understanding and working with functions represented graphically, numerically, 
analytically, and verbally.  The use of the TI-84 plus graphing calculator will be extensive and it is highly 
suggested that students purchase their own.  The Advanced Placement Calculus AB exam is expected 
of all students in this course in lieu of a final exam. 
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Pre-Calculus, agreement to AP Contract AND Teacher 
recommendation or administrator approval 
 
Introductory Computer Science-College & Career Success Prep (366)        2.5 Credits  
This introductory elective is open to all students interested in exploring the basics of computer science.  
Coursework will focus on the importance of logic, basic programming and innovative problem solving.  
Students will work collaboratively to develop computational thinking as well as develop 21st Century 
technology skills.   
 
 
AP Computer Science Principles-AP  (365)           5 Credits  
AP Computer Science Principles introduces you to the foundations of computer science with a focus on 
how computing powers the world. Along with the fundamentals of computing, you will learn to analyze 
data create technology that has a practical impact; and gain a broader understanding of how computer 
science impacts people and society. 
 
The major areas of study in the AP Computer Science Principles course are organized around seven big 
ideas, which are essential to studying computer science.  Those big ideas include:  creativity, 
abstraction, data & information, algorithms, programming, the internet and global impact.  Students 
enrolled in AP Computer Science Principles will be expected to complete the through course 
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assessment as well as the AP Computer Science Principles Exam.  A qualifying score on the exam may 
result in college credit being awarded pursuant to college or university policies.   
Prerequisites:  Agreement to AP Contract and Teacher recommendation or administrator approval 
 
AP Statistics- Advanced Placement (340)                                                                                  5 Credits 
This course is intended for junior and seniors.  Sophomores may be admitted with teacher 
recommendation.  The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the major concepts and tools 
for collecting, analyzing and drawing conclusions from data. Students are exposed to four broad 
conceptual themes: Exploring Data (describing patterns and departures from patterns), Sampling and 
Experimentation (planning and conducting a study), Anticipating Patterns (exploring random 
phenomena using probability and simulation), and Statistical Inference (estimating population 
parameters and testing hypotheses). The use of the TI-84 plus graphing calculator will be extensive and 
it is highly suggested that students purchase their own. The Advanced Placement Statistics exam is 
expected of all students in this course. 
Prerequisites:  Successful completion of Honors Algebra 2, Agreement to AP Contract AND Teacher 
recommendation or administrator approval 
 
 
 
 
 

Grade Grade 9  Grade 10  Grade 11 Grade 12  

Math Pathway I Algebra I Geometry 
Algebra II OR 
Integrated Math I  

Algebra II OR Pre-
Calculus OR 
Trigonometry  OR 
Advanced 
Mathematical 
Reasoning  

Math Pathway II Geometry Honors Algebra II Honors Pre-Calculus Honors   

AP Calculus OR AP 
Statistics OR 
Advanced 
Mathematical 
Reasoning 

Electives Offered 
 Introductory 
Computer Science  

MCAS Prep OR 
Introductory 
Computer Science 

Financial Literacy OR 
Introduction to 
Statistics OR AP 
Computer Science 
Principles 

Advanced 
Mathematical 
Reasoning OR College 
Algebra 
Fundamentals OR AP 
Calculus OR AP 
Statistics OR 
Introduction to 
Statistics  

 
*Please note that all OHS Students are required to earn 20 credits in Mathematics coursework in order to graduate. 
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Introductory Physics – Honors (411)                               5 Credits 
This rigorous, standards-based course emphasizes structured problem solving and is designed for the 
student intending to enroll in Advanced Placement or Honors Level Science coursework throughout 
their high school career.     Students should have competency in basic algebra and be highly motivated.  
Sample topics include Newton’s Laws of Motion, linear momentum, potential and kinetic energy, 
centripetal force and acceleration, universal gravitation, temperature and heat, thermal energy 
transfer, waves, sound and light, the electromagnetic spectrum, electricity and magnetism, and simple 
circuits.  Demonstration will be presented, and activities and experiments will be performed to develop 
laboratory skills and critical thinking. 
Prerequisites: Teacher recommendation or administrator approval  
 
Introductory Physics – College & Career Success Prep (414)                  5 Credits 
This course emphasizes basic physics concepts and is designed to prepare students for success on the 
MCAS Physics Exam.  Sample topics include velocity and acceleration, forces, work, power, potential 
and kinetic energy, thermal energy, waves and sound, the electromagnetic spectrum, electricity and 
magnetism, and simple circuits.  Demonstration will be presented, and rigorous activities and 
experiments will be performed to develop laboratory skills and critical thinking. 
 
Pre-A.P. Biology – Honors (470)                                                                    5 Credits 
This class is designed to prepare students for Advanced Placement Biology. The course will be focused 
on the four interconnecting “Big Ideas” of Biology: 1.The Process of Evolution Drives the Diversity and 
Unity of Life.  2. Biological Systems Utilize Free Energy and Molecular Building Blocks to Grow, to 
Reproduce and to Maintain Dynamic Homeostasis. 3. Living Systems Store, Retrieve, Transmit and 
Respond to Information Essential to Life Processes. 4. Biological Systems Interact and these Systems 
and their Interactions Possess Complex Properties. These concepts will be mastered by use of inquiry-
based laboratories, mathematical data analysis, critical thinking, evaluation of evidence, and three-
dimensional modeling. Students will connect theories, explanations, and content across the biology 
curriculum. 
Prerequisites: Teacher Recommendation or administrator approval 
 
Biology – College & Career Success Prep (427)          5 Credits 
This standards-based Biology course examines life in its various forms including the organization of 
cells, evolution, the nature of DNA, and the effects of genes on plants and animals. The interaction 
between organisms and the environment is reflected in the study of ecology and heredity.  Practical 
laboratory exercises are included to complement informational readings and discussions of course 
materials.  
 
AP Chemistry- Advanced Placement (430)                                                                         5 Credits   
AP Chemistry-Advanced Placement Lab (420)            5 Credits             
AP Chemistry is equivalent to a college level general chemistry course that provides rigorous study in 
four major areas: structure of matter, states of matter, reaction and descriptive chemistry. Students 
must be highly motivated to tackle this course. At the end of the year, students are prepared to take 
the Advanced Placement Examination for college credit. The student will demonstrate an advanced 
understanding of, and the ability to, apply both conceptual and mathematical solutions to problems 
involving atomic theory and structures, chemical bonding, nuclear chemistry, kinetic theory, solutions, 
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reaction types, stoichiometry, chemical equilibrium, chemical kinetics, thermodynamics, and 
descriptive chemistry. Students will be required to purchase the textbook and pay the AP exam fee.  
Prerequisites:  Agreement to AP Contract AND successful completion of Biology, Chemistry, Algebra 
II AND Teacher recommendation OR administrator approval  
 
Chemistry – Honors (431)                         5 Credits 
This course provides an in depth look at chemical concepts. Topics to be covered include, dimensional 
analysis, structure of the atom and its development, an introduction to the quantum mechanical model 
of the atom, ionic and covalent bonding, chemical reactions, stoichiometry, thermodynamics, 
chemistry of gases, properties of solutions and liquids, acids and bases, chemical equilibrium, and 
reaction kinetics. Students will gain lab techniques by completing labs for each topic covered and are 
expected to be able to complete a high quality lab report under instruction. Students taking this course 
will be well prepared for AP Chemistry. 
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Biology and Algebra II (or concurrent enrollment in) AND 
Teacher recommendation OR administrator approval 
 
Chemistry – College & Career Success Prep (439)                   5 Credits 
Students will gain insight into how and why matter changes. Topics to be covered include chemical and 
physical changes, structure of the atom and its development, ionic and covalent bonding, chemical 
reactions, stoichiometry, chemistry of gases, properties of liquids and solutions, acids and bases, 
thermodynamics and chemical equilibrium. Laboratory exercises will provide concrete basis for these 
topics and students are expected to be able to write a complete lab report on each experiment.  
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Biology 
 
AP Physics- Advanced Placement (440)                                                                                 5 Credits 
This course is designed for the student who would like to take a first year college physics course while 
in high school. The course follows the College Board syllabus of the AP Algebra-based Physics 1 
program in scope, sequence and depth of coverage of class and lab work. The course provides a 
systematic introduction to the main principles of physics and emphasizes the development of problem-
solving ability. Strong math skills are a requirement and an additional 10 hours per week of study 
beyond that required for a regular high school physics course will be needed to be successful. This 
course prepares students to take the College Board’s AP Physics 1 exam. Students will be required to 
purchase the textbook and pay the AP exam fee.  
Prerequisites: Agreement to AP Contract, successful completion of Algebra II, Geometry, 
Introductory Physics, AND Teacher recommendation OR administrator approval  
 
Forensic Science – College & Career Success Prep (464)                 5 Credits 
This course is open to juniors and seniors who have successfully completed or are concurrently 
enrolled in chemistry, biology and algebra. The course will take a general overview of forensics, 
covering not only the science behind Forensics, but also exploring technology and social science (legal) 
aspects. Students will be required to do lab work and reporting in addition to the normal class work.  
Topics to be covered will include, but are not limited to: introduction and history of forensic science, 
assessing a crime scene, evidence collecting, fingerprinting, DNA evidence, blood evidence, trace 
evidence, ballistics, arson, as well as issues of law for each (i.e. obtaining a proper warrant).  This 
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course will rely heavily on prior knowledge in both the physical and the life sciences as well as 
mathematical knowledge. This prior knowledge will be expanded and given a real world application. 
Prerequisites:  Successful completion or concurrent enrollment in Biology, Chemistry and Algebra I  
 
AP Biology – Advanced Placement Biology - (480)                  5 Credits 
AP Biology – Advanced Placement Biology lab - (490)                 5 Credits 
Advanced Placement Biology, like all AP courses, is a full college course designed for the high school 
setting. AP Biology aims to provide students with the conceptual framework, factual knowledge, and 
the analytical skills necessary to deal critically with the rapidly evolving science of Biology.  Primary 
emphasis is on developing a thorough understanding of the concepts which unify the four 
interconnecting “Big Ideas” of Biology: 1.The Process of Evolution Drives the Diversity and Unity of Life.  
2. Biological Systems Utilize Free Energy and Molecular Building Blocks to Grow, to Reproduce and to 
Maintain Dynamic Homeostasis. 3. Living Systems Store, Retrieve, Transmit and Respond to 
Information Essential to Life Processes. 4. Biological Systems Interact and these Systems and their 
Interactions Possess Complex Properties.  The Laboratory component of the class will occupy 25% of 
the course as per the College Board. These laboratories will be inquiry based with students designing 
and implementing their own hypotheses and experiments guided around the “Seven Science Practices” 
of AP Biology. Students are expected to take the College Board’s AP Exam for Biology in May.  Students 
will be required to purchase the textbook and pay the AP exam fee.  
Prerequisites: Agreement to AP Contract, successful completion of Biology and Chemistry (or 
concurrent enrollment in chemistry) , AND Teacher recommendation OR administrator approval    
 
Anatomy and Physiology I – Honors (471)                                                                           5 Credits 
Anatomy and Physiology – Honors is a comprehensive study of the relationship of structure and 
function as it relates to the systems of the human body. Laboratory investigations and dissections of a 
fetal pig and organs associated with systems found in the body are an integral part of the course.  This 
course is an excellent option for any student who maybe considering a career in the medical or 
athletic-training fields.   
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Biology and Chemistry  
 
Anatomy and Physiology II – Honors (Independent Study) (481)                                      5 Credits                                                                         
This course is open to students who have passed Anatomy and Physiology I.  The students will continue 
where Anatomy and Physiology ended.  This course will include lab work, including dissections, as well 
as book work to be done as a self-study.  In addition, the students will be required to act as lab 
assistants during Anatomy and Physiology.  The expectations will include not only helping students 
with their lab but also in the setting up and breaking down of the different labs. 
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Anatomy and Physiology I 
 
Biotechnology – College & Career Success Prep (476)              2.5 Credits 
Biotechnology is a semester-long elective offered to who have already taken biology. This course will 
examine the modern technologies used today in the growing field of biology. Topics will include 
modern laboratory techniques, stem cells, cloning, recombinant DNA technologies, drug discovery, 
DNA analysis, bioremediation, proteomics, gene therapy, epigenetics, bioethics, genetic engineering, 
bio-warfare and bioterrorism, and the business of biotechnology. Much of this course will be enhanced 
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using virtual laboratories. This course is designed to prepare students wishing to pursue careers in the 
ever growing field of life sciences. 
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Biology 
 
Ecology-College & Career Success Prep (498)                2.5 Credits 
Ecology is a semester-long elective course offered to Grade 10, 11, and 12 students.  Students will 
study the relationship of living things inter and intraspecifically and to their environments.  Topics that 
will be covered in this elective include:  basic principles of ecology, population dynamics, energy flow 
through a biosphere, ecology of communities, exploration of various biomes, ocean ecosystems and 
the atmosphere.  Throughout the course students will be expected to work independently as well as to 
collaboratively to complete assignments that require critical and analytical thinking.   
 
Marine Biology- College & Career Success Prep (484)                                                        2.5 Credits 
Marine Biology is a semester-long elective offered to students who have completed or are concurrently 
enrolled in Biology. The emphasis of this course will be marine organisms and their niches and habitats 
within the vast ocean biome. Some of the topics covered will include the geography of the major 
oceans, the intertidal zone, the continental shelf, the deep ocean floor, and the sea organisms that 
occupy habitats in these specific zones. Emphasis will be on sea invertebrates, fish (including sharks), 
and the marine mammals.  
Prerequisites: Successful Completion of or concurrent enrollment in Biology 
 
Science of Sports-College & Career Success Prep (485)                                                        2.5 Credits 
Students will connect a variety of biology and physical science topics to applications in sports and 
athletics in general. The course will feature labs and hands-on activities to demonstrate and reinforce 
key concepts. Students will apply mathematical concepts to real life situations, explore information 
independently through inquiry-based calculations using current or past data on athletes, and apply 
their knowledge both in science/math classes and while participating in athletics. 
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Algebra I, Geometry and Introductory Physics    
  
Introductory Robotics –College & Career Success Prep (450)                                    2.5 Credits 
Introductory robotics is a semester-long elective course offered to Grade 9, 10, 11, and 12 students.  
Robotics curriculum utilizes a kinesthetic hands-on approach to aid in instruction.  Robotics offers 
classroom activities that teach current STEM content as well as connections addressing ELA Common 
Core Standards and other aspects of related curriculum.  Robotics teaches essential work skills like 
collaboration, problem solving, project management while motivating and engaging students. Students 
will collaborate in groups designing robots for specific activities and scenarios.  Robotics explores and 
combines the disciplines of mechanics and coding, electronics, optical sensing, magnetism, and 
circuitry used in robotic systems to solve problems.  Students will design, build, and program robots in 
a non-competitive in school environment as well as in an external competitive environment.  Topics 
may include:  Mechanical systems, electrical systems, design and fabrication, digital programming, 
remote sensing, data acquisition and computer modeling. 
 
Foundations of Electronics- College & Career Success Prep (495)                                         2.5 Credits 
Students will be able to apply problem solving and critical thinking skills to the Engineering Design 
Process. Students will be able to use applied mathematical concepts when analyzing and solving for 
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values in circuit problems, using Ohm’s Law. Students will learn and practice engineering 
documentation. Students will be able to apply the concepts of measurement and statistical analysis to 
the design process. Students will understand the basics of engineering ethics and will be able to apply 
this to the design process. Students will exercise proper safety in a laboratory environment. Students 
will be able to describe electron theories. Students will know basic use of electronics equipment. 
Students will comprehend voltaic cells and batteries. Students will know electronics components, 
including resistors, capacitors, switches, LEDs, etc. Students will know basic circuit construction 
techniques, and build basic circuits.     
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Algebra I, Geometry and Intro. Physics 
 
Astronomy- College & Career Success Prep (499)                                                                    2.5 Credits 
Students will be introduced to concepts from astronomy at the entry level. It is a half year course 
designed for Juniors and Seniors. Focus will be on the history of astronomy, the formation of the 
universe, stars, planets, space exploration and the future of us and the universe. A weekly observation 
log will be required for all students, as well as class projects, readings and lectures.          
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Intro.  Physics 
 
Architecture I- College & Career Success Prep (487)                                                               2.5 Credits 
Students will explore architectural and structural engineering by designing a house plan. Students will 
follow the design process to determine needs and wants of a homeowner, limits of materials and 
finances, requirements of state and town, and the methods of construction. Using traditional drafting 
techniques and CAD, students will develop and present a full set of working drawings for the home 
they have designed. 
 
Wood Manufacturing Technology I- College & Career Success Prep (488)                           2.5 Credits 
In this course, students will explore the design and manufacturing processes used in today’s workplace. 
Starting with project planning and design, students will develop ideas, identify limits, and explore the 
processes of manufacturing. Working individually and in teams in a simulated workplace environment, 
students will identify needs, apply science, math and engineering knowledge, manufacture products, 
analyze results, and record progress. Students will develop an appreciation for quality craftsmanship. 
Development of a strong work ethic and student/workplace safety will be emphasized through-out this 
course. OHS will cover the cost of the wood, but students are responsible for the additional costs of 
the projects selected. 
 
Wood Manufacturing Technology II- College & Career Success Prep (489)                          2.5 Credits 
Wood Tech II is a continuation of Wood Tech I. Students will also be introduced to the design and 
manufacturing processes used in today’s workplace by planning and designing a project. Students will 
develop ideas, identify limits, and explore the processes of engineering and manufacturing. Working 
individually and in teams in a simulated workplace environment, students will identify needs, apply 
science, math and engineering knowledge, manufacture products, analyze results and record progress. 
OHS will cover the cost of the wood, but students are responsible for the additional costs of the 
projects selected. 
Prerequisites:  Successful completion of Wood Manufacturing Technology I 
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Wood Technology Independent Study  
Wood Technology Independent Study is approved at the discretion of the teacher and only in cases 
when scheduling Wood Technology is not possible due to scheduling conflicts.  In order to be approved 
for an independent study in Wood Technology the student must have a demonstrated record of being 
highly motivated and possess the skills necessary to make progress with limited direct supervision.   
Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation and/or administrative approval 
 
 

Grade Grade 9  Grade 10  Grade 11 Grade 12  

General Science 
Pathway  Introductory Physics Biology  Chemistry Electives* 

STEM Scholar 
Pathway** Pre-AP Biology  Honors Chemistry 

AP Biology OR AP 
Chemistry OR AP 
Physics  

AP Biology OR AP 
Chemistry OR AP 
Physics  

Semester Electives 

Foundations of Electronics 

Introductory Robotics 

Science of Sports 
 

Astronomy 
Biotechnology                                    
Ecology          
Foundations of Electronics 

Introductory Robotics 
Marine Biology 
Science of Sports  
 

Astronomy 
Biotechnology         
Ecology 
Foundations of Electronics         

Introductory Robotics 
Marine Biology                  
Science of Sports  
 

Astronomy 
Biotechnology    
Ecology 
Foundations of Electronics 

Introductory Robotics 
Marine Biology                  
Science of Sports  
 

Full Year Electives  N/A ***Chemistry 

AP Biology                    
AP Chemistry 
AP Physics   
Anatomy & 
Physiology I                               
Forensics                

AP Biology                    
AP Chemistry 
AP Physics      
Anatomy & 
Physiology I  
Anatomy & 
Physiology II        
Forensics                

 
*While OHS does not currently have a four year Science requirement, all Grade 12 students are encouraged to 
take a fourth year of Science.   
 
**Oxford High School is currently in the process of developing coursework that is specifically tailored to provide 
students with the knowledge and skills necessary to achieve post-secondary success in the Science, Technology, 
Mathematics and Engineering (STEM) field.  Several AP courses in both Mathematics and Science currently exist 
and the work that is being done seeks to explicitly link the coursework throughout the courses offered.  
Additional electives will be added over subsequent years to provide students with these opportunities.   
 
***Students enrolled in AP Biology as Grade 10 students may concurrently enroll in Chemistry.  This will allow 
students to take additional electives or AP offerings as Grade 11 and Grade 12 students.   
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World History II - Honors (511)            5 Credits 
All incoming grade 9 students will take World History II.  This honors level course is designed to be a 
rigorous, challenging course that is aligned to the Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks. The course 
will begin with the French Revolution and its impact on Europe, the rise of the Industrial Revolution, 
the unification of Italy and Germany, Imperialism and its impact on the 19th and 20th centuries, the 
World Wars and the Cold War.  Students will be expected to complete outside readings of non-fiction 
text as well as primary source documents, complete outside projects, work both independently as well 
as collaboratively, and to think critically and analytically about important historical issues that have 
occurred throughout world history.  
Prerequisites:  Teacher recommendation OR administrator approval 
 
World History II – College & Career Success Prep (518)         5 Credits 
This course is similar to the World History II-Honors course; however there are additional supports in 
place to ensure that the curriculum is accessible to all students.  The course will begin with the French 
Revolution and its impact on Europe, the rise of the Industrial Revolution, the unification of Italy and 
Germany, Imperialism and its impact on the 19th and 20th centuries, the World Wars and the Cold 
War.  This course is aligned to the Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks.  Students will be expected 
to read, write and speak grounded in evidence from a variety of non-fiction texts as well as to analyze a 
variety of primary source documents.  Upon completion of this course students will have 
demonstrated their ability to work independently as well as collaboratively while demonstrating their 
ability to think critically and analytically about important historical issues that have occurred 
throughout World History.  
 
United States History I – Honors (521)           5 Credits  
This rigorous, standards based course is available to all grade 10 students.  Students thinking about 
taking Advanced Placement courses in their junior or senior year should prepare by enrolling in this 
course.  Students will study the history of the United States from the French and Indian War through 
the Reconstruction era.   Students will be required to read, write and speak grounded in evidence from 
the text while reading and analyzing a variety of informational texts, including primary source 
documents.  Students will be expected to work independently as well as collaboratively while 
demonstrating their ability to think critically and analytically about important historical issues that 
occurred throughout our nation’s early history. Students enrolled in this course are required to 
complete a research paper using the Chicago style format to cite their sources. 
Prerequisites:  Teacher recommendation or administrator approval  
 
United States History I – College & Career Success Prep (524)        5 Credits 
This rigorous, standards based course is available to all grade 10 students.  Students will study the 
history of the United States from the French and Indian War through the Reconstruction era.   Students 
will be required to read, write and speak grounded in evidence from the text while reading and 
analyzing a variety of informational texts, including primary source documents.  Students will be 
expected to work independently as well as collaboratively while demonstrating their ability to think 
critically and analytically about important historical issues that occurred throughout our nation’s early 
history. Students enrolled in this course will be required to complete a research paper using the 
Chicago style format to cite their sources. 
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United States History II Honors Level            5 Credits 
This course examines the political, economic, and social history of the United States from the Industrial 
Era to the present. Topics include Industrial legends like Rockefeller and Carnegie, the Progressive Era, 
the Great Depression, World War II, the Vietnam War, the Civil Rights Movement, the Reagan 
Presidency, the Clinton Presidency, the Persian Gulf Wars, and current events. Students will analyze 
and evaluate the impact of historical figures from the Industrial Era to today. Students should expect 
rigorous tests that require studying. This course, in addition, will incorporate the technology of Oxford 
High as students develop their speaking skills through numerous group presentations.  
Prerequisites:  Teacher recommendation or administrator approval  
 
United States History II – College & Career Success Prep (535)                                                 5 Credits 
This course examines the political, economic, and social history of the United States from 
Reconstruction to the present.  Topics include Reconstruction, the Progressive Era, the Great 
Depression, World War II, the Vietnam War, the Civil Rights struggle, the Reagan Presidency, the 
Clinton Presidency, the Persian Gulf War, and current events. Students will analyze and evaluate the 
impact of historical figures from the Industrial Era to today. Students should expect rigorous tests that 
require studying. This course, in addition, will incorporate the technology of Oxford High as students 
develop their speaking skills through numerous group presentations. Students will be required to 
complete a research paper using the Chicago style format. 
 
AP United States History- Advanced Placement - (530)                   5 Credits 
The Advanced Placement United States History course is an intense, challenging and fast-paced class 
designed to be the equivalent of a college level history in a high school setting. This course, offered to 
junior students, will move at a much faster pace than any other history course at OHS. This is a year- 
long detailed study of American History from the age of exploration to the present. Thirty-four 
chapters will be covered in class by the date of the College Board Advanced Placement U.S. History 
Exam. The composition of essays is a major component of the course as 60% of the college board exam 
is writing-based. Students are required to purchase their own textbook for this course and pay for the 
exam. Scoring a 3 or higher may result in a student earning college credit for a history course 
depending upon the policy of the individual college or university. Students need to be self-motivated to 
maintain the reading and writing requirements of AP History. 
Prerequisites: Successful completion of World History II, U.S. History I AND Teacher recommendation 
or administrator approval    
 
 
 
AP European History-Advanced Placement - (520)                 5 Credits 
This rigorous course is aligned to the College Board standards for European History.  Topics of study 
will include the intellectual, cultural, political, economic, diplomatic and social history of Europe.  In 
addition, students will be expected to analyze several primary source documents as well as to answer 
multiple document-based questions throughout the course.  Students should expect a rigorous course 
that is on par with an entry level college or university course on European History.  Students will be 
expected to sit for and take the AP European History Exam which is offered in May.  Students who earn 
a qualifying score may receive credit from the college or university they enroll in. The course follows a 
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College Board approved syllabus and will be conducted as an entry level college course.  Students will 
be responsible for paying for the AP European Test. 
Prerequisites:  Completion of World History II, U.S. History I, U.S. History II or AP U.S. History, AND 
Teacher recommendation or administrator approval (Note:  students may take this course as an 
elective in either the Junior or Senior year)   
 
AP Psychology-Advanced Placement- (540)                  5 Credits  
This rigorous course is aligned to the College Board standards for Psychology.  Topics of study will 
include history and approaches of psychology, research methods, biological bases of behavior, 
sensation & perception, psychology of learning, cognition, motivation & emotion, developmental 
psychology, abnormal psychology and treatment of abnormal behaviors, testing and individual 
differences and social psychology.  At the conclusion of this course students will be expected to sit for 
and take the AP Psychology Exam which will be given in May.  Students should expect a course that is 
as rigorous as a college entry-level Psychology course and those earning a qualifying score will receive 
college credit from the university or college they enroll in.  Students will be expected to complete 
independent reading and writing assignments as well as collaborative projects throughout the school 
year.   
Prerequisites:  Teacher recommendation or administrator approval (Note:  may be taken as an 
elective in either the Junior or Senior year) 
 
General Psychology-Honors (554)            5 Credits  
This year long rigorous course covers topics such as research methods, biological bases of behavior, 
sensation and perception, states of consciousness, learning, memory, motivation, developmental 
psychology, personality, social psychology, and abnormal psychology. Students will perform their own 
research and participate in demonstrations of research methods.  Students will work in depth with 
primary source documents as well as technology and media as a way to increase their knowledge of 
subject matter. Current issues in the subject will be discussed and viewed throughout the year with 
emphasis on reading and writing.  
Prerequisites:  Teacher recommendation or administrator approval  
 
General Psychology – College & Career Success Prep (555)              5 Credits  
This year long course covers topics such as research methods, biological bases of behavior, sensation 
and perception, states of consciousness, learning, memory, motivation, developmental psychology, 
personality, social psychology, and abnormal psychology. Students will perform their own research and 
participate in demonstrations of research methods.  Students will work in depth with primary source 
documents as well as technology and media as a way to increase their knowledge of subject matter 
through various projects and assignments. Current issues in the subject will be discussed and viewed 
throughout the year. 
 
Current Events – College & Career Success Prep (564)                           2.5 Credits 
This semester long elective course focuses heavily on the events of today. The intent of the course is to 
provide you with the basic background and foundational information to help you understand the world 
that we live in. It will examine various social, political, economic, religious, and cultural events in 
different countries and regions in order to better comprehend multiple perspectives in the world 
today. There will be a major focus on independent research of current events (their origins, causes and 
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significance).  Students as a result of their research will be expected to read, write and speak about 
current events grounded in evidence from various sources of informational text.  As a result of the ever 
changing nature of this course students may take the course multiple times throughout a student’s 
high school career. 
 
Conspiracy Theories in US History- College & Career Success Prep (565)               2.5 Credits 
This semester long elective focuses on various conspiracy theories throughout the history of the United 
States. Students will analyze the evidence, the questions and/or inconsistencies that have caused 
people to believe a conspiracy, and sort out the facts from the fiction. Students will then formulate 
evaluate the validity of the various conspiracy theories. Examples of some of the conspiracy theories 
examined during this course include, the Free Masons, assassinations of Abraham Lincoln, John 
Kennedy, Robert Kennedy, and Martin Luther King Jr., secret KGB and CIA involvement around the 
world as well as the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001. The course will also cover alleged military cover-
ups such as Area 51, pop-culture conspiracies including the “Paul is Dead” theory on Paul McCartney, 
and various other theories that conflict with the mainstream view of the world. This course is open to 
all students. 
 
Dark Ages & the Crusades-College & Career Success Prep  (566)                2.5 Credits 
This semester long elective focuses on European history from the fall of the Roman Empire to the end 
of the Renaissance. Students will be expected to read, write and speak grounded in evidence from 
informational texts, including primary source documents which focus on the collapse of civilization 
throughout Europe in the 4th century and the rise of tribal armies from the 8th -15th century consisting 
the rise of independent warring nations and tribes from the 5th century to the first millennium 
consisting of the Franks, Saxons, Vikings, Vandals, Moors, and Visigoths.  The course will also cover the 
rise of Islam in the Middle East, social and cultural changes Medieval era, the Crusades and the Black 
Death.  We will conclude with the Renaissance which signified the end of the Dark Ages.  Students will 
be expected to work both independently as well as collaboratively and will be required to demonstrate 
their ability to think critically while analyzing important historical issues that occurred throughout this 
period of time.  This course is open to all students. 
 
American Government & Criminal Law – College & Career Success Prep (567)                 2.5 Credits 
This semester long elective focuses on the study of various forms of government from democracies to 
dictatorships.  Students will be expected to read, write and speak grounded in evidence from a variety 
of informational texts, including primary source documents.  Students will gain an in depth 
understanding of seminal Supreme Court cases.  This elective is excellent for any student considering 
possible majors or careers in history, law or law enforcement.  This course is open to all students. 
 
Sports in American Life-College & Career Success Prep (568)        2.5 Credits 
This course will examine the rise of sports in America.  Topics of study will include a close and critical 
examination of the cultural, social, and economic impact on America since the Civil War. Heroes and 
villains in sport will be examined in the context of their place in history. Spectator involvement in sport 
as well as the racial and ethnic integration of sports will be analyzed. The rise of the business of sport 
will be investigated as well as the growing role of media and technology in and throughout the history 
of sports. Students should expect to participate in a number of different types of projects throughout 
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the semester including reading, writing and debating grounded in evidence from various informational 
text sources. This course is open to all students.  
 
 
 

Grade Grade 9  Grade 10  Grade 11 Grade 12  

Required Core 
Courses World History II U.S. History I 

U.S. History II OR 
Advanced Placement 
U.S. History  N/A 

Semester Electives 

Current Events               
Sports in American 
Life 

Current Events                                                   
Dark Ages & the 
Crusades                                 
Sports in American 
Life                           
American 
Government & 
Criminal Law                       

Conspiracy Theories                
Current Events                                                   
Dark Ages & the 
Crusades                                 
Sports in American 
Life                           
American 
Government & 
Criminal Law                       

Conspiracy Theories                
Current Events                                                   
Dark Ages & the 
Crusades                                 
Sports in American 
Life                           
American 
Government & 
Criminal Law                       

Full Year Electives N/A `N/A 

AP European History      
AP Psychology                  
General Psychology          
Social Psychology                       

AP U.S. History             
AP European History      
AP Psychology                  
General Psychology          
Social Psychology                       
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Physical Education:  Health & Wellness  (932)               2.5 Credits 
This semester long course is required for all Grade 9 students.  The course will explore various topics in 
health and wellness including:  stress and coping with loss, nutrition, managing weight and eating 
behaviors, tobacco, alcohol, and illegal drugs, as well as focus on the impact of bullying and ways in 
which it can be prevented.  Students will be expected to read, write and speak grounded in evidence 
from the text, while also having an opportunity to complete various projects both independently as 
well as through collaboration with peers.  
 
Physical Education:  Growth & Development (936)           2.5 Credits 
This semester long course focuses on the study of human reproduction, growth and development.  
Students electing to take this course will study and discuss in a serious manner many sensitive topics 
relating to human reproduction and sexuality including:  sexuality and you, the reproductive system, 
marriage and parenthood, relationships and choosing abstinence, pregnancy and births, and sexually 
transmitted diseases.  Students may elect to take this course in fulfillment of their Grade 10 or Grade 
11 Physical Education requirement.   
Prerequisites:  Grade 10, 11 or 12 AND successful completion of Physical Education: Health & 
Wellness  
 

Physical Education:  Individual & Team Activities 9-10   (937)         2.5 Credits 

This semester long course is designed to provide students in grades 9 and 10 with a comprehensive 

physical education program that encompasses 3 components:  fitness, sports education and lifetime 

activities.  This course is aligned to the standards outlined in the Massachusetts Curriculum 

Frameworks and will provide students the opportunity to participate in activities that will help develop 

their interpersonal and problem solving skills.  Students will be able to identify the positive effects of 

physical activity on one’s mind and body.  The key health and skill related components of fitness will be 

implemented throughout the course.  This course is required for all Grade 9 and Grade 10 students.   

Physical Education:  Individual & Team Activities 11-12 (938)                 2.5 Credits 
All grade 11 and 12 students are required to successfully complete one semester of a Physical 
Education class.  This course along with any other Physical Education elective fulfills that requirement.  
This semester long course is designed to provide students in grades 11 and 12 with a comprehensive 
physical education program that encompasses 3 components:  fitness, sports education and lifetime 
activities.  This course is aligned to the standards outlined in the Massachusetts Curriculum 
Frameworks and will provide students the opportunity to participate in activities that will help develop 
their interpersonal and problem solving skills.  Students will be able to identify the positive effects of 
physical activity on one’s mind and body.  The key health and skill related components of fitness will be 
implemented throughout the course. 
Prerequisites:  Grade 11 or Grade 12 Student  
 
Physical Education:  Advanced Physical Education- (939)                                            2.5 Credits 
Students in this course will be expected to successfully demonstrate the skills in a variety of team 
sports.  The course will focus on refining these skills.  Students will be expected to apply their 
knowledge through peer teaching exercises.  Students will be required to attend one Varsity Oxford 
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High School Athletic event in order to observe the skills, communication and teamwork necessary for 
successful participation in team sports.   
Prerequisites:  Successful completion of two semesters of Physical Education:  Individual & Team 
Activities  
 

Physical Education:  Sports Injury & Prevention- (940)                                                     2.5 Credits 
This semester long elective class will be offered to any student in Grade 10, 11 or 12 who has 
successfully completed Physical Education:  Health & Wellness.  Students will observe safety and injury 
protocols and terms in reference to sports related and non-sports related activities. Students will 
understand how to recognize, treat and prevent common injuries. Students will be given the 
opportunity to become CPR, First Aid and AED certified through the Red Cross. Students will cover 
basic first aid procedures, CPR training for breathing and cardiac situations and be taught how to 
properly use an AED. Students will use hands on training along with a written test by the end of the 
course to determine their proficiency according to Red Cross standards. Students will then be able to 
pay a minimal fee to receive a license in CPR, First Aid and AED if they wish to do so.  
Prerequisites:  Successful completion of Physical Education: Health & Wellness  
 

*Please note that students may pursue a waiver of Physical Education requirements for documented 
medical reasons or participation in Varsity Athletics or completion of Naval Science coursework.   
 

Grade Grade 9  Grade 10  Grade 11 Grade 12  

Required Courses  

Physical Education:  
Individual & Team 
Activities AND 
Physical Education:  
Health & Wellness  

Physical Education:  
Individual & Team 
Activities 

A minimum of 1 
Physical Education 
Elective  

A minimum of 1 
Physical Education 
Elective 

Semester Electives   N/A  

Physical Education:  
Growth & 
Development 
Physical Education:  
Injury Prevention & 
Safety 

Physical Education:  
Growth & 
Development 
Physical Education:  
Sports Injury & 
Prevention                            
Physical Education:  
Individual & Team 
Activities                      
Physical Education:  
Advanced Team 
Sports                           

Physical Education:  
Growth & 
Development 
Physical Education:  
Sports Injury & 
Prevention                             
Physical Education:  
Individual & Team 
Activities                      
Physical Education:  
Advanced Team 
Sports                           
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Art I – College & Career Success Prep (801)                   2.5 Credits 
In this foundational course, the elements of art are introduced and investigated. Composition, 
observation, and shading are main areas of focus while students explore a variety of media and artistic 
processes. Students develop the technical skills needed for the advanced levels offered in art. 
Additional work outside of class may be necessary for successful project completion. General 
guidelines are established and stressed for the use and care of materials. 
 
Art II - College & Career Success Prep (802)                     2.5 Credits 
Students continue to develop the technical skills introduced in Art I through a variety of portfolio-level 
projects with a focus on portraiture and exploration of new media. Design and composition are 
emphasized with students responsible to develop individual ideas through multiple solutions. Students 
are expected to participate in class critiques, create an online portfolio, and maintain the level of 
intensity required of complex assignments, including additional work outside of class for successful 
project completion. General guidelines are established and stressed for the use and care of materials. 
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Art I 
 
Art III/IV–Honors (803)                          5 Credits 
Students continue to explore methods introduced in Art I and II for developing imaginative thought 
through a balance of teacher-directed and student-developed projects. In this advanced course, 
students build a portfolio of work that demonstrates skill, creativity, and versatility. This is an intensive 
course designed to aid the emerging artist develop studio habits of mind and a personal style. Students 
are expected to participate in class critiques, maintain an online portfolio, and sustain the level of 
intensity required of more complex assignments, including additional work outside of class for 
successful project completion. General guidelines are established and stressed for the use and care of 
materials. 
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Art I and Art II 
 
AP Studio Art-Advanced Placement  (800)           5 Credits 
Through studio practice, application of design concepts, and informed decision making, students will 
assemble a body of artwork (no less than 15 pieces) that demonstrates a high level of quality and 
growth over time of content, technique, and process. Students will develop mastery in concept, 
composition, and execution of their chosen portfolio- Drawing, 2-D Design, or 3-D Design. Students will 
address three components in their portfolios: quality, concentration, and breadth. Students will submit 
this body of work to the College Board for grading and possible college credit. 
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Art I, II, and III/IV, agreement to AP contract and teacher 
recommendation or administrator approval  
 
Ceramics- College & Career Success Prep (805)                                                          2.5 Credits 
Students explore various clay building techniques while making functional as well as sculptural pieces, 
using a variety of techniques. Well thought out forms, designs, and practical uses along with good 
craftsmanship are emphasized. Assignments build on the elements and principles of art as they relate 
to ceramics. Students photograph their work and create an online portfolio. General guidelines are 
established and stressed for the use and care of materials. 
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Art I 
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Art III/IV Independent Study -Honors (804)               5 Credits 
Self-motivated students who cannot fit Art III/IV into their schedule can take this class with instructor 
approval.  Students will be mixed in with another level class and thus must work independently to 
finish assignments.  Students will be completing the same projects as the regularly scheduled Art III/IV 
classes, but will be required to do them on their own. Students will be expected to maintain the level 
of intensity required of complex assignments, including additional work outside of class for successful 
project completion. 
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Art I, Art II AND Teacher recommendation OR Administrator 
Approval  
 
Digital Art I –College & Career Success Prep (806)               2.5 Credits 
This course is an introductory level design class where students will be exposed to many different 
design scenarios using Adobe software programs like Illustrator, Flash Professional, and Photoshop. 
Students will be challenged to infuse their personal experiences and viewpoints into their artworks. 
Critical thinking and questions will be an essential part of the learning experience in order to build a 
classroom culture of creativity and support. Video tutorials are utilized as a foundation for learning and 
reinforcing concepts being discussed in the classroom every day.  
 
Digital Art II – College & Career Success Prep (807)               2.5 Credits 
This class is an intermediate, semester long, design course that stresses creative/critical thinking and 
visual problem solving through the creation of computer generated imagery. Students will improve on 
their use of professional Adobe Creative Suite tools that were begun in Digital Art I, and will also refine 
their design skills by actively engaging in class critiques and discussions. Digital Photography will be 
introduced this semester, and students will be expected to take their own pictures. Ownership of a 
digital camera is not a requirement. 
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Digital Design I 
 
Digital Art III/IV – College & Career Success Prep (808)                                               5 Credits 
This class is a yearlong advanced digital art course for the serious student designer that may be 
considering education or career interests in digital design. Students will be able to specialize and hone 
their skills using Adobe Creative Suite tools, and are expected to maintain a portfolio of their work. It is 
advised, but not required, that students have access to a digital camera for this course as taking 
pictures is a large part of this class. 
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Digital Design I and II 
 
Digital Art III/IV Independent Study-College & Career Success Prep (809)                              2.5 Credits 
Although most students stay in Digital Art III/IV, this is designed to accommodate those who cannot 
make the full year commitment, but do not want to miss taking the class. This class is designed for the 
motivated student who cannot take Digital Design III/IV for a full year.  
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Digital Design I and II AND Teacher recommendation OR 
Administrator Approval  
 
Digital Photography – College & Career Success Prep (810)                       2.5 Credits 
In this course, students will be exposed to many aspects of digital photography including the technical, 
historical, and artistic elements of the medium. Students will be challenged to bring their personal 
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perspectives into their work, analyze, discuss, and improve their work as well as the work of their 
peers. Critical thinking and questioning will be an essential part of the learning experience to build a 
classroom culture of creativity and support. This course will require that students are able and willing 
to make a time commitment after school to take the required photos and work in the studio on their 
projects.  
Prerequisites: Digital Art I 
 
Chorus Sem. I - (700)   Sem. II - (701) -College & Career Success Prep                      2.5 Credits 
The main purpose of singing is to have fun. With that firmly in mind, the high school chorus intently 
studies the art of singing correctly. Vocal tone quality, intonation, blending with others, and correct 
pronunciation of different languages are stressed. Styles of music from all periods are learned and 
performed – from Gregorian Chant to George Gershwin and beyond. Advanced students are 
encouraged to audition for the Central District High School Chorus. 
 
Music Appreciation – College & Career Success Prep (702)           2.5 Credits 
This course is intended to expand the student’s musical horizons by studying music in an historical and 
especially societal context.  No work of art is produced in a vacuum and learning the background of 
compositions from around the world is enjoyable, enlightening and serves to provide the interest and 
intellectual tools for a lifetime of cultural enrichment.   
 
Band Sem. I (703)   Sem. II - (704)-College & Career Success Prep                                              2.5 Credits 
Students who have experience playing a band instrument (woodwind, brass or percussion) are 
encouraged to continue their musical growth in the high school band. The band functions as a 
marching unit for the fall semester, performing at regular home football games and the Thanksgiving 
Day Game in either Oxford or Auburn. Thereafter, the band concentrates on concert repertoire for the 
winter and spring concerts. The band tries to take a major trip to attend an adjudication festival every 
other year. Field trips are also made to university and professional concerts. Auditions for the Central 
District High School Band or Jazz Band are encouraged for advanced students. 
 
Music Theory- College & Career Success Prep (705)                     2.5 Credits 
Students will learn the basics of musical sound and music notation. Melody and harmony, cord, 
progressions, rhythm, transportation, and basic piano keyboard skills will be developed in order to 
enable students to compose their music. Introduction to computer programs such as “Finale” “Coda” 
and “Band in a Box” will enable students to not only compose melodies but to hear their works and 
print out sheet music on their own computers.              
 
Theater Basics - College & Career Success Prep (706)                 5 Credits 
This full year class explores the history of theater and the running of theatrical productions.  Students 
in this class will not perform except as a support group and production staff for the performance class. 
Set building and painting, lighting and sound basics, stage crew skills, public relations, advertising, and 
other skills vital to stage productions will be taught. 
 
Theater Performance - College & Career Success Prep (707)                  5 Credits 
This is a performing class. Acting techniques, stage presence, diction, playwriting, body language, 
costume strategies, singing and dancing basics and makeup skills are among the many subjects 
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covered. This class will provide the actors for the plays and musicals produced in conjunction with the 
theater basics classes.  
Prerequisites: Completion of Theater Basics 
 
Video Techniques and Studio Applications I – College & Career Success Prep (777)        2.5 Credits 
Students will work as part of a video production team. Students will plan, prep, shoot, and edit videos. 
Focus will be on clarity, attention to detail, and target audience. These projects may include, but are 
not limited to newscasts, commercials, sporting events, plays, concerts, classes and meetings. Proper 
pre-production planning, video recording, and editing techniques will be emphasized. Students will be 
expected to film a minimum of 3 after-school or evening events over the course of Semester 1.   
Prerequisites: None 
 
Video Techniques and Studio Applications II- College & Career Success Prep (778)      2.5 Credits 
Students will work as part of a video production team and expand upon their knowledge and 
videography skills.  Students will continue to develop their ability in writing scripts, shooting, producing 
and editing videos.  Students will be expected record a minimum of 3 after school/evening events each 
quarter which may include athletic-contests, theater productions, educational programming etc.   
Prerequisites:  Successful completion of Video Techniques and Studio Applications I 
 
Video Techniques and Studio Applications III-IV-College & Career Success Prep (780)     2.5 Credits 
Students enrolled in this course will continue to explore video techniques and applications in greater 
depth.  Students enrolled in this course will be expected to film and edit a minimum of 3 after 
school/evening events each quarter which may include athletic contests, theater productions, 
educational programming, etc.   
Prerequisites:  Successful completion of Video Techniques and Studio Applications I and II 
 
Yearbook Course - College & Career Success Prep (779)                  5 Credits 
This course is for junior-and-senior-level yearbook publication staff members. Students are required to 
fill an editor’s position or take a leadership role on the publication staff. Students plan a yearbook 
ladder, complete various spreads and assignments, copy edit, and complete a portfolio of work. They 
master advance layout and design of desktop publishing, digital imagery, and photo placement. This 
course is a full year commitment.  
Prerequisites: Yearbook Advisor recommendation OR Administrator approval  
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French I – College & Career Success Prep (621)            5 Credits 
Through a functional approach, French I emphasizes communication in everyday situations. Instruction focuses 
on communicative functions such as greeting others, expressing emotions and opinions, and seeking 
information. A variety of exercises and activities such as conversations, reading selections, letters, interviews, 
character sketches, and grammar and vocabulary games help students develop proficiency in listening, speaking, 
reading and writing French. The course also includes the depiction of everyday life in French speaking countries. 
 
French II – College & Career Success Prep (622)                   5 Credits 
This course is for students who have successfully completed French I. Students will increase their vocabulary on 
a variety of topics and will begin to use past tenses. Students will practice written and oral Spanish in exercises 
and conversations and refine their pronunciation of French. A variety of cultural topics will be examined and 
discussed.  
Prerequisites:  Successful completion of French I 
 
French III- Honors (623)                        5 Credits 
After successfully completing French II, the student of French III will further develop speaking, listening and 
writing skills. A deeper look at French culture will be achieved through the reading of short   texts. Students will 
become familiar with the artists of France such as the Impressionists and Surrealists. They will be exposed on a 
limited basis to French films. They will touch on major events in French history as they broaden their use of verb 
tenses and grammar. 
Prerequisites:  Successful completion of French I and II 
 
Spanish I – College & Career Success Prep (626)                     5 Credits 
Spanish I is an introductory course with emphasis on communication in various social situations. Grammatical 
topics include conjugation of regular and irregular verbs in the present tense, as well as common expressions 
and construction of declarative and interrogative sentences. Reading, writing and verbal communication in 
Spanish are common classroom activities. Some areas of study in the Spanish I curriculum are shopping, sports, 
transportation, education, bullfighting, the restaurant, life in Central and South America, and Hispanics in the 
United States.  
 
Spanish II – College & Career Success Prep (627)                    5 Credits 
This course is for students who have successfully completed Spanish I. The student’s knowledge and use of 
vocabulary are expanded, and grammatical structures are defined and practiced. Additional verb tenses will be 
studied, allowing students to more thoroughly express themselves in Spanish. Students will practice written and 
oral Spanish in exercises and conversations. Spanish pronunciation will be practiced and refined. Cultural 
differences and similarities between the United States and Hispanic countries will be examined and discussed.  
Prerequisites:  Successful completion of Spanish I or Passing score on Placement Exam  
 
Spanish II – Honors (632)                         5 Credits 
This course is offered to students who have successfully completed and excelled at the Spanish I class. They will 
increase their vocabulary and knowledge of grammatical structures as they learn additional verb tenses. This will 
enhance their ability to express themselves. Emphasis is put on speaking and listening skills in addition to 
reading and writing. Cultural differences and similarities between the United States and Hispanic countries will 
be examined and discussed.  
Prerequisites:  Successful completion of Spanish I and teacher recommendation 
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Spanish III – Honors (628)              5 Credits 
Having successfully completed Spanish II, the Spanish III student is encouraged to further develop the four 
language skills while deepening insight into Hispanic culture. Additional grammatical structure will be taught and 
there is a deeper look into the subjunctive. Also vocabulary will be increased, and more emphasis will be put on 
reading with comprehension and speaking with confidence. There will be a deeper look at Hispanic Countries 
and their cultures. Topics from the text include: fashion, household chores, ecology and nature. 
Prerequisites:  Successful completion of Spanish II 
 
Spanish IV - Honors (629)              5 Credits  
After successfully completing Spanish III, a student that takes Spanish IV is encouraged to further develop 
their speaking skills and read at a higher level. Themes that are explored in Spanish IV include art, humor and 
heroism. Students will be able to relate readings to personal experiences through guided 
discussions. Presentations will be done on a number of topics that could include a job fair, a class reunion, a 
Spanish newspaper and Hispanic places and personalities. 
Prerequisites:  Successful completion of Spanish III 
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Naval Science I – College & Career Success Prep (594)               5 Credits 

This course includes introduction to the NJROTC program; citizenship; study, organizational and time 

management techniques; leadership skills; naval ships and aviation; the nation’s foundations of 

government in American democracy and other forms of world government; introduction to navigation 

and time; wellness, fitness and first aid; drugs, alcohol and tobacco abuse awareness; military drill with 

arms, swords, and flags; geography and survival skills. Introduction is also provided to the NJROTC 

Cadet Field Manual and the Oxford NJROTC Cadet Handbooks. All Naval science courses emphasize 

active participation; provide ample opportunities to participate in community service and in various 

NJROTC varsity teams such as air rifle, drill, and color guard.  The course also emphasizes cadet 

advancements/promotions/awards on the benefits of meritocracy. The course utilizes Navy provided 

textbooks and materials that are upgraded every two years and use Navy provided state of the art 

technology and equipment for an enhanced classroom environment. 

Naval Science II – College & Career Success Prep (595)              5 Credits 

This course includes ongoing instruction in leadership theory; naval orientation; career planning, 

citizenship development; maritime world geography of the western and eastern seas; maritime history 

and the origins of sea power for the world and the United States from 2500 B.C. to the present; 

oceanography (undersea landscapes, seawater and life in the sea); meteorology (atmosphere, clouds, 

wind and weather, fronts and storms; forecasting); astronomy (astronomical observations, the moon, 

the sun, the planets, asteroids, comets, meteors, stars); physical science (motion, force, aerodynamics, 

buoyancy, basic electricity, electronics, sound and sonar).  The course utilizes Navy provided textbooks 

and materials that are upgraded every two-three years and use Navy provided state of the art 

technology and equipment for an enhanced classroom environment. 

Naval Science III – College & Career Success Prep (596)                      5 Credits 

This course includes ongoing instruction in naval leadership and discipline; military justice; 

international law; Law of the sea; national strategy; sea power, naval operations, communications, 

intelligence and national security; maneuvering board; challenges for the future; navy research and 

development programs; electricity and naval electronics; naval shipboard organization; introduction to 

the basics of naval weaponry and ship construction; basic seamanship; navigation fundamentals and 

rules of the road, survival training and orienteering.  The course utilizes Navy provided textbooks and 

materials that are upgraded every two-three years and use Navy provided state of the art technology 

and equipment for an enhanced classroom environment. 

Naval Science IV – College & Career Success Prep (597)             5 Credits 

This course includes instruction in theoretical and applied aspects of leadership, training, and 

evaluation of performance. Students will become aware of the techniques used to create motivation, 

develop goals and activities for a work group, and the proper ways to set a leadership example. Cadets 
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will also apply these principles when dealing with younger cadets in the areas of military drill and 

inspections, athletic events, and other school activities. Team building exercises and practical 

application of planning, organization, leadership and goal execution skills may include special “ground 

school” training followed by practical sailing experiences on fixed-keel 19 foot sailboats in Newport, 

Rhode Island.  Naval Science IV students will be exposed to collegiate style presentations and in depth 

discussions of readings in assigned textbook.  Students can expect to be required to work as a group to 

review, listen, and analyze leadership audiotapes, creating class outlines, handouts, and a PowerPoint 

slideshow for multiple weighted grades. Cadets will also be required to conduct a major research 

project related to the course materials, including creation of a term paper and class presentation using 

collegiate references. As time permits, students may be involved with actual conduct of staff duties 

and functions allowing for real world application of knowledge to the school environment.  The course 

utilizes Navy provided textbooks, materials and state of the art technology and equipment for an 

enhanced classroom environment, as well as modern equipment provided by various facilities at Naval 

Station Newport for sail training. 

Cultural Studies-Intro to Global Awareness I-College and Career Success Prep (598)      2.5 Credits  
This elective course offered to students enrolled in the NJROTC Program is designed to introduce 
students to the study of world affairs, regional and cultural awareness.   Coursework will focus on 
history, geography, religions, languages, cultures, political systems, economics, social issues, 
environmental concerns, human rights and United States interests and regional concerns for each of 
six major areas of the planet – The Middle East,  Asia,  Africa,  Russia and the Former Soviet Republics, 
Latin America and Europe.  The first semester course will focus on The Middle East, Asia and Africa. 
Prerequisites: Open to all students enrolled in Naval JROTC Program  
 

Cultural Studies-Intro to Global Awareness II-College and Career Success Prep (599)       2.5 Credits  
This elective course offered to students enrolled in the NJROTC Program is designed to introduce 
students to the study of world affairs, regional and cultural awareness.   Coursework will focus on 
history, geography, religions, languages, cultures, political systems, economics, social issues, 
environmental concerns, human rights and United States interests and regional concerns for each of 
six major areas of the planet – The Middle East,  Asia,  Africa,  Russia and the Former Soviet Republics, 
Latin America and Europe.  The first semester course will focus on Russia & the Former Soviet 
Republics, Latin America, and Europe.   
Prerequisites:  Open to all students enrolled in the NJROTC Program 

Special Note: College credits may be earned via NJROTC Program Courses and Activities as outlined by 
various colleges and universities.  For complete information interested cadets should speak directly 
with one of the Naval JROTC instructors or a member of guidance.   
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Seminar & Internship Courses 

Freshman Seminar-College & Career Success Prep  (960)         2.5 Credits  
This semester long course is required for all incoming Grade 9 students.  This course is designed to 
present incoming Grade 9 students with an opportunity to develop the academic, social-emotional, 
digital citizenship and leadership skills necessary to successfully transition from middle to high school.  
Topics will include study of the student handbook, program of studies, responsible and safe use of the 
internet as well as learn how to conduct and cite research.    
 
Junior Guidance Seminar -College & Career Success Prep (961)        2.5 Credits 
This seminar course is led by the Guidance Department and provides students with an opportunity to 
begin their college search process.  During the semester long elective students will research colleges of 
their interest, plan college visits, examine admission requirements, explore career and academic 
pathways, register for the SATs and begin planning for the college application process.   
 
Senior Guidance Seminar - College & Career Success Prep  (962)        2.5 Credits 
This seminar course is led by the Guidance Department and provides students with an opportunity to 
continue their examination of college and career interests, plan college visits, prepare application 
materials, and practice interview skills as well as to draft their college essays.  Students will also have 
an opportunity to begin their search for scholarships and examine the financial aid process.  
 
Student Internship-Library & Media Center- College & Career Success Prep (963)     2.5 Credits 
This semester long student internship takes place in the Library & Media Center under the direct 
supervision of the Oxford High School librarian.  Students will be expected to assist the librarian with 
routine administrative tasks common to working in a library setting as well as to assist students and 
teachers who may utilize the library and media center from time to time.  Students who are interested 
in this internship opportunity must complete an application and interview with the School Librarian.   
 
Student Internship-Academic Development Center-College & Career Success Prep (964)     2.5 Credits 
This semester long student internship will take place in the Academic Development Center.  The first 
four weeks of the semester will provide student interns with training on how to serve as an effective 
academic tutor.  The remaining time of the course will be spent in an academic tutoring center 
providing direct support to peers at Oxford High School.  This is a tremendous opportunity for students 
considering a career in education or a human services related field. 
Prerequisites:  Students must apply & maintain good academic standing in all of their coursework    
 
Student Internship-Academic Classroom- College & Career Success Prep  (965)      2.5 Credits 
This semester long student internship will take place in an academic classroom under the direct 
supervision of an Oxford High School faculty member.  Students interested in this internship 
opportunity must be aware that they will be expected to complete various tasks at the request of the 
classroom teacher.  Students must apply for this internship opportunity and will be interviewed prior 
to being approved.  Students are expected to maintain good academic and behavioral standing and 
model appropriate behavior at all times while serving as a Student Intern.   
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Student Internship-Athletic Department-College & Career Success Prep  (966)      2.5 Credits 
This semester long student internship will take place under the direction of the Oxford High School 
Athletic Director.  Students wishing to pursue this opportunity must apply and interview with the 
Athletic Director and can expect to engage in projects and assignments relative to the Athletic 
Department at Oxford High School.  Typical responsibilities will include providing summaries of athletic 
contests involving OHS Teams, preparing press releases and announcements as well as promoting 
participation in our Athletic Department.   
 
Student Internship-Project Success- College & Career Success Prep (967)       2.5 Credits 
This semester long student internship will take place in the Project Success Program under the direct 
supervision of the Special Education Staff.  This internship will provide interns the opportunity to work 
with a variety of special educators, physical therapists, occupational therapists, speech/language 
therapists, vision therapists, music therapists, adaptive physical education teachers, and assistive 
technology professionals. Students will have personal interaction with other students with an array of 
special needs.  Student Interns will also be expected to read and reflect on various articles relating to 
the Special Education classroom.  Students wishing to pursue this internship opportunity must 
complete an application and interview with the Project Success Staff prior to enrollment.   
 
School-To-Career Internship - College & Career Success Prep (970)       5 Credits 
This internship provides students with an opportunity to apply learned academic, social and 
interpersonal skills in the workplace while earning high school credits.  Students are expected to work 
a minimum of 10 hours per week and attendance and job performance will be verified quarterly by the 
School-to-Career Director.  Students who do not maintain a minimum of 10 hours or who receive poor 
job performance or attendance reports from their workplace supervisors will not receive credits.     
 
Edgenuity- College & Career Success Prep (971)          5 Credits 
Edgenuity is a digital content provider which allows Oxford High School students to enroll in electives 
that are either not offered at OHS or that will not fit in their schedule.  Students will have an 
opportunity to enroll in coursework and complete the work online.  Students taking an elective 
through Edgenuity during the school day will do so under the supervision of the School Librarian.  
Student progress will be monitored throughout the semester by guidance.  
 
Access Program –Honors (972)          5 Credits/3 College Credits 
ACCESS is a dual enrollment program that provides a selection of undergraduate courses at Nichols 
College.  This program is available to Grade 11 and Grade 12 students at Oxford High School who have 
maintained a high school G.P.A. of 3.0 or higher.  Students who successfully complete the college 
coursework will receive 3 college credits as well as 5 high school credits.  It should be noted that there 
is a cost of $350.00 per course payable to Nichols College.  In addition evening or online coursework 
will be required as part of this program.    
Prerequisites:  Grade 11 or 12 AND 3.0 G.P.A.  
 
MCAS Prep & Review-College & Career Success Prep (973)         2.5 Credits  
This semester long elective course will be used to provide targeted intervention and skill building in 
support of higher student achievement on the ELA and Mathematics MCAS Exams.  Students will spend 
one term dedicated to ELA and one term dedicated to Math (Algebra & Geometry).  It is important to 
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note that this course is not a substitute for required credits in either Math or ELA and is intended as an 
added support for students preparing for success on the MCAS Exam.   
Prerequisites:  Open to students identified based upon previous MCAS and local assessment data 
 

Special Education Services 

Oxford High School is a public high school that offers a curriculum that is designed to meet the needs 

of all students.  The particular function of special education within the high school is to identify 

students with exceptional needs in accessing the general education curriculum.  The students who are 

identified with disabilities by having an IEP are provided with accommodations to minimize the impact 

of the disability and to afford each student the capability to achieve success in the least restrictive 

environment.  It is a goal of the school to provide every student with access to the general curriculum 

and to assure a smooth transition to the work place or to a post- secondary school. 

Students may be referred for an evaluation by a parent, teacher, building based team, social worker, or 

a physician.  A specially designed program will be developed at the initial evaluation that is tailored to 

meet the needs of the individual, if the student qualifies for special services. 

Specialized Programs:   

Academic Support:  This class is designed to assist students to succeed in the general education classes 

by providing support through a special education teacher who will assist students in completing 

homework, class work, take exams, complete reading assignments, or complete projects. The goal of 

this program is to provide organizational skills, emphasize the responsibilities of a student, and 

ultimately to develop the necessary skills for continued achievement in high school. This course meets 

five days per week. 

Co-Taught Classes: These classes are designed to afford students with disabilities the appropriate 

accommodations to successfully access the general curriculum.  A special education teacher along with 

a  regular education teacher team up to provide instruction and monitor group work of all students 

within the co taught classes, with the special education teacher focusing especially on 

accommodations deemed appropriate for each student. 

Resource Classes: It is sometimes necessary to provide special supplementary services for students 

with exceptionalities by removing them from part of the regular educational classes. In this case, the 

Team will discuss separate placement from regular education classes in order for the instruction to be 

specialized. 

Lifeways Program:  The Lifeways Program is a self-contained special education program for students 

with disabilities in grades nine through twelve.  The Lifeways Program is a specialized program that 

combines academic skills and daily living skills to foster independence.  Lifeways students are exposed 

to a curriculum that is aligned to their Individualized Education Program (IEP) and state standards. The 
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IEP designates the specific learning plan for each student during the school year in addition to the 

functional academic skills necessary to prepare students for life beyond high school.  The role of the 

Lifeways Program is to ensure that learning needs are met to allow students with disabilities to reach 

their fullest potential by accessing a standards-based curriculum.  

Career-Up Program (C-Up):  The C-Up Program is an instructional program for adult students (18-22 

years of age) needing additional transitional supports. Students with disabilities who have earned their 

Certificate of Attainment or a high school diploma may receive continued services in order to support 

their transition to life beyond high school.  C-Up students receive a curriculum that is directly aligned 

with their Individualized Education Program.  Students in the C-UP Program will continue to get in-class 

academic instruction, as well as community-based instruction, which will help the students generalize 

ADL skills outside of school (i.e. explore school-based jobs, community-based jobs, internships, 

volunteer experiences, employment skills, etc.). 
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Advanced Placement Courses 

Oxford High School is dedicated to providing our students with a world-class educational experience 
which prepares all students for college and career success upon graduation from high school.  One of 
the greatest predictors of college success is successful completion of college level courses while still 
enrolled in high school.  As a result, all students are encouraged to put forward their best academic 
effort while challenging themselves to successfully complete the most rigorous courses offered, our 
Advanced Placement courses.   
 
Oxford High School will offer 13 Advanced Placement courses during the 2016-2017 school year.  As 
with all courses our Advanced Placement courses will only run if there is adequate enrollment.  Our 
Advanced Placement course offerings include:   
 
English Language Arts       Social Studies 
AP English Language & Composition     AP United States History  
AP English Literature & Composition     AP European History  
        AP Psychology  
 
Mathematics       Science  
AP Calculus AB       AP Biology  
AP Statistics        AP Chemistry  
AP Computer Science Principles    AP Physics 
  
 
Visual & Performing Arts 
AP Studio Art  
AP Music Theory  
 
 Our AP courses are extremely rigorous and will provide students with the same difficulty they can 
expect from an entry level college course; however we believe at OHS the single greatest indicator of 
success in the course and on the AP exam to be taken in May is student effort.  Students who put 
forward their best academic effort each and every day will achieve success during the course and 
should earn a qualifying score on the AP exam.  In order to ensure that students enter the AP course 
with a clear understanding of the demanding expectations ALL students who decide to enroll in AP 
coursework are asked to agree to the following AP Student Learning Contract.  We ask that parents and 
students review the expectations carefully, sign and return a copy of the student learning contract to 
guidance.  Students or parents with any questions about the contract are encouraged to contact their 
child’s guidance counselor at 508-987-6081.   
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Advanced Placement Student Learning Contract 
 

Student Name:  _______________________________  Date:  __________ 
 
I, _________________________________, fully understand that by signing this Advanced Placement 
Student Learning Contract that I am voluntarily agreeing to meet all of the academic expectations that 
are outlined.  Furthermore, I understand that by acknowledging these expectations and agreeing to 
this contract, that I am agreeing to put in my best academic effort on a daily basis and that I am 
pledging to do everything within my control to successfully complete the course and earn a qualifying 
score on the AP Exam to be taken in May 2017.   
 
Academic Expectations for ALL AP Courses:  (Please Initial) 
 
_______ I will complete all summer assignments given to me as part of my participation in each 

of the AP courses that I am enrolled in  
_______ I will complete all assignments given during class as well as all assignments 

(independent reading as well as written) 
_______ I will take the AP Exam offered in May 2017 for ALL of the AP Courses that I have 

enrolled in 
 
Academic Expectations for ELA, Math & Science AP Courses:  (Only initial if you are enrolled in an AP 

Course in ELA, Math or Science) 
 
_______ I understand that attendance at 3 AP Saturday Sessions is required and that the school 

will ensure there are no other school sponsored events that conflict with those Saturday 
Sessions  

_______ I will take the bus from Oxford High School to the site of the AP Saturday Session and 
will return on the bus provided by Oxford High School unless a written request is 
submitted by the parent in accordance with the school policy for transportation 

 
Please note that successful completion of the course but failure to meet the expectations  
outlined above may result in the student receiving Honors credit instead of AP credit.  Students  
who do not take the AP Exam in May 2017 will not receive AP Credit when calculating GPA or  
QPA.  In that event the student will receive credit given to an Honors or CCSP level course and  
the change will be reflected on the student’s transcript.   
 
__________________________________    __________________________________   
Student Signature  Date   Parent Signature   Date  
 
 
 
_______   Reviewed on ____________(Date) with __________________________,AP Teacher.   
(Please have the student initial on the day that you review this contract with your AP Class.) 
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General Academic Policies & Protocols Information 

Academic Credits 

One Hundred and Fifteen Credits Academic Credits are required for graduation.  The number of credits 

for each course corresponds with the frequency of class time. Students will earn five credits for 

successfully completing courses which meet for the entire school year.  Students will earn 2.5 credits 

for each semester long course that they successfully complete.  It is important to note that credits are 

not awarded until the course is completed.  Students will not be awarded any credits for Academic 

Labs as these are meant as supports for students and do not feature content instruction.   

Academic Credit Requirements 

 

Content Credits  

English Language Arts 20 

Mathematics  20 

Science  15 

Social Studies  15 

Physical Education  10 

Electives 35 

 

Promotion To: Total Credits 

Grade 10 27.5 

Grade 11 55 

Grade 12  82.5 
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Recommended Curriculum 

Grade 9 Credits   Grade 10 Credits 

English I  5   English II 5 

Algebra I or 
Geometry Honors 5   

Geometry or 
Algebra II 5 

Introductory 
Physics  5   Biology 5 

World History II 5   U.S. History I  5 

Spanish I or French 
I 5   

Spanish II or French 
II  5 

Physical Education:  
Health & Wellness  2.5   

Physical Education:  
Individual & Team 
Activities 2.5 

Physical Education:  
Individual & Team 
Activities 2.5   Elective  2.5 

Freshman Seminar 2.5   Elective(s) 5 

Electives  7.5   Elective(s) 5 

Total 40   Total 40 

Grade 11 Credits   Grade 12  Credits 

English III or AP 
Language & 
Composition  5   

English IV or AP 
Literature & 
Composition  5 

Algebra II or Pre-
Calculus  5   

Pre-Calculus or 
Calculus  5 

Chemistry  5   
Physical Education 
Course 2.5 

U.S. History II or AP 
U.S. History 5   

Elective 
Coursework 27.5 

Physical Education 
Course 2.5   

Elective 
Coursework 17.5   

Total 40   Total 40 

 

Adding-Dropping a Course 

At Oxford High School we encourage students to take a rigorous and complete academic course-load.  We also 

encourage students to explore different electives which may be of particular interest to them.  Students who 

wish to drop a course or level may only do so by completing a Schedule Change Request Form.  The form 
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requires students to meet with their Guidance Counselor to explain the rationale for the change in courses, 

select another academic course in its place and seek the approval of a parent/guardian, as well as the Principal 

or his designee.  The purpose of this protocol is to minimize as many unnecessary course changes as possible as 

well as to encourage students to develop the perseverance they will need to be successful in college or future 

careers.  Students will only be allowed to add/drop a course during the first three weeks of the course.  In 

cases where extenuating circumstances are to be considered the student or parent/guardian may petition the 

Principal detailing the extenuating circumstances and the rationale for why a change in schedule is in the best 

interest of the student.   

Course Level Classifications 

At Oxford High School, we believe that effort is the greatest single determinant of academic success.  

As a result, we encourage students to put in their best academic effort each day.  In addition, we 

encourage students to take a full and rigorous course load that challenges students to become the best 

student that they can possibly be.  All students are able to enroll in any of our Advanced Placement 

courses which are the most rigorous courses offered at Oxford High School and are similar to an 

introductory level college course.  Please read the description of each course level carefully in order to 

ensure that you are well informed of the academic expectations for each.   

Advanced Placement (AP) 

These courses are the most rigorous courses offered at Oxford High School and culminate in a national 

examination that can lead to college credit. These courses will follow syllabi that are approved by The College 

Board and all students taking an AP course must take the AP Exam in May. Students enrolled in AP courses in 

English Language Arts, Mathematics and/or Science are required to participate in Saturday AP Study Sessions in 

preparation for the AP exam. 

Honors (H) 

 

These courses are highly challenging, presented at an accelerated pace and require a high level of critical 

and analytical thinking, reading, and writing.  The materials used are above the grade level or at a 

college level and will successfully prepare the student for entrance into a competitive college or 

university.  Students should expect a considerable amount of independent reading and writing in order to 

successfully complete honors level courses.            
                

College & Career Success Prep  (CCSP)  

The College & Career Success Prep course level is a rigorous course of study that is aligned to the 

Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks and designed to prepare all students for college and career 

success upon graduation from Oxford High School.  Students completing coursework at this level will 

routinely be required to read, write and speak grounded in evidence from complex texts, routinely 

explain and defend their reasoning when completing academic assignments.  In addition, students will 

be provided with various opportunities to work independently as well as collaboratively with their peers.   
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Course Weight 
 
Each course at Oxford High School is assigned a course weight which is used to determine a student’s 

weighted Grade Point Average (GPA).  The weighted GPA is used to determine each student’s Rank In 

Class (R.I.C.).  The more rigorous the course the more weight assigned to the course.  As a result, our 

Advanced Placement Courses are assigned the greatest amount of weight while our College & Career 

Success Prep courses are assigned the standard amount of weight.  See the chart below for more details.     
 

Course Level Weight Assigned 

Advanced Placement  1.3 

Honors  1.15 

College & Career Success Prep 1.0 

 

Grade Point Average 
 
Grade Point Average (GPA) is a tool used by Colleges and Universities to assist them in determining the potential 
success a student may have at their institution. It is also used as a threshold for admission. The system that 
Colleges and Universities use varies from one institution to another and there is no adopted standard for GPA. 
Colleges and Universities require a wide range of student proficiencies in order to be considered for admittance.  
 
In general, students taking the College & Career Success Prep classes are on track for entrance into many 
Colleges and Universities.  Students taking courses at the Honors Level are expected to meet a higher standard 
and the rigor of the courses reflect that expectation.   These students can expect to have a wider range of 
options for college admission based on the rigor of the required coursework.  Students taking courses at the 
Advanced Placement (AP) level are expected to meet the highest standards and are required to take the AP 
exam at the end of the course.   The AP exam is a national exam that oftentimes carries either college credit or 
reduction of college requirements for graduation. Our teachers teach these courses, but the rigor reflects that of 
a college classroom.   Students who successfully complete these courses and earn qualifying scores on the AP 
exam can expect to have an even wider range of options for college acceptance.   
 
Weighted GPA is computed at the end of each school year for all OHS students receiving a numerical average in 
at least 75% of their scheduled courses by multiplying the course weight times the un-weighted GPA.  This 
weighted GPA is then used to determine each student’s cumulative rank-in-class.  It should be noted that in the 
event that extenuating circumstances which are not covered by any academic policy arise, a student may 
petition the Principal for a hearing.  Upon hearing the details of the extenuating circumstances the Principal will 
determine the weight to be assigned to a given course.   

 

Grade 
Numerical 
Equivalent College Preparation Honors 

Advanced 
Placement 

A+ 4.3 4.3 4.8 5.3 

A 4.0 4.0 4.5 5.0 

A- 3.7 3.7 4.2 4.7 

B+ 3.3 3.3 3.8 4.3 

B 3.0 3.0 3.5 4.0 

B- 2.7 2.7 3.2 3.7 
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C+ 2.3 2.3 2.8 3.3 

C 2.0 2.0 2.5 3.0 

C- 1.7 1.7 2.2 2.7 

D+ 1.3 1.3 1.8 2.3 

D 1.0 1.0 1.5 2.0 

Weighted GPA is used to Determine Rank In Class 

 

Grading System 

As of the time of this publication a school-wide grading policy has not been developed; however the 

Faculty Advisory Committee is currently working with a broad representation of faculty members to 

develop a consistent grading policy that weights various forms of assessments consistently across all 

content areas.  Upon completion of the policy an addendum will be added to this Program of Studies.   

Letter 
Grade Average 

Letter 
Grade Average 

Letter 
Grade Average 

A+ 100-97 A 96-93 A- 92-90 

B+ 89-87 B 86-83 B- 82-80 

C+ 79-77 C 76-73 C- 72-70 

D+ 69-67 D 66-65 F 64-0 
 

Honor Roll Requirements 

 

Oxford High School encourages all students to put in their best academic effort in order to achieve the best 

academic results possible.  As a school community that celebrates the outstanding achievement of our students, 

Oxford High School publishes an Honor Roll list recognizing our students’ outstanding academic achievements 

for each term.  The categories for each Honor Roll include: 

Honor Roll Category  Criteria  

High Honors Minimum average of 90 

Honors  Minimum average of 80  

 

The Honor Roll List will be published to the Guidance Department Website within two-weeks of the closing of 

each term. 
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National Honor Society 

The purpose of the Huguenot Chapter of the National Honor Society is “to create an enthusiasm for 
scholarship, to stimulate a desire to render service, to promote worthy leadership, and to encourage 
the development of character in the students of Oxford High School.”  To that end, eligible students 
are notified and invited to apply for admission to the Huguenot Chapter of the National Honor Society 
each spring based upon the following eligibility criteria:   
 

 Candidates shall be members of Grades 10, 11, and 12. 

 All candidates must have a weighted scholastic average of 90 or above.  Students elected to 
the Society must maintain their average in order to continue their membership.  Once 
dismissed from the society, a student is never again eligible for membership. 

 All candidates MUST complete an application and return all required documents by the 
published deadline in order for consideration for admission  

 

Student-Athlete Eligibility Information 
 

Oxford High School provides all students with the opportunity to become a student-athlete during their 

time as an Oxford High School student.  In order to ensure that all student-athletes remain eligible 

under the Massachusetts Interscholastic Athletic Association rules, the Oxford High School Athletic 

Department recommends that all student-athletes enroll in a full course load of classes.  Students who 

enroll in non-credit bearing classes like Academic Labs or minimal credit bearing classes like Student 

Internships do so at their own peril as failing core academic courses will likely result in the student 

being academically ineligible for MIAA competition.   

Academic eligibility is determined in accordance with MIAA Guidelines and is calculated at the end of each 

marking term for winter and Spring Athletic Teams and by Final Course grades for Fall Athletic Teams.   
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College & Career Readiness Information 

Oxford High School’s highest priority is to graduate students who are college and career ready with 

as many options available to them as possible.  As a result, the information included in this section 

of our Program of Studies is designed to help students make informed decisions throughout their 

high school career.  We strongly encourage students and their parents/guardians to begin planning 

for beyond high school in the 9th grade year by exploring possible career or educational pathways, 

educating yourself in terms of college and career requirements, and the offerings of Oxford High 

School.  This section should be a helpful resource to you in order to consider in-state college 

entrance requirements, minimum GPA’s, required number of courses in each discipline, etc.   

Oxford High School CEEB Code 
221715 

 Oxford High School ACT Code   
221715 
 

Massachusetts Board of Higher Education 

Freshman Admission Standards 

High School Academic Course Requirements 

The Massachusetts Board of Higher Education requires the following college-preparatory academic 
units as a minimum: 

 4 years English 

 4 years Mathematics (Algebra I, II & Geometry or Trigonometry or comparable coursework including a course in final year of 
high school) 

 3 years Science (Class of 2015-2 years of lab sciences) (Class of 2016-3 years of lab sciences) 

 2 years Social Science (1 U.S. History required) 

 2 years World Language in a single language  

 2 years college Preparatory Electives 

The grade point average utilized to determine an applicant’s eligibility for admission is cumulative 
(grade 9 through most recent marks at the time of application) and is weighted using 4.0 scale where 
“A” = 4.0, “B” = 3.0, “C” = 2.0, “D” = 1.0.   

Minimum GPA for State College Admission 

The minimum GPA for state colleges and universities is 3.00.  This GPA must be achieved in the college 

preparatory courses completed at the time of application, and should be weighted for Honors and Advanced 

Placement courses. 

If the student’s GPA falls below the minimum required, a sliding scale based on SAT and ACT test scores will 

apply.  This scale should be used only when a student’s GPA falls below the minimum requirements for the State 

Colleges or University (Between 2.0 and 2.99) 

Meeting these requirements does not guarantee admission, as these are minimum requirements.  Individual 

colleges and/or special programs, such as engineering and nursing, may have specific requirements. 
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High School Grade Point Average/SAT I Requirements 

Massachusetts State Universities  University of Massachusetts 

High School GPA 

(Weighted) 

Minimum SAT I 

score (Verbal + 

Math) (ACT in 

Italics) 

High School GPA 

(Weighted) 

Minimum SAT I score 

(Verbal + Math) (ACT in 

Italics) 

3.00 – 4.00 N/A 3.00 – 4.00 N/A 

2.51 – 2.99 920      (19) 2.51 – 2.99 950       (20) 

2.41 – 2.50 960      (20) 2.41 – 2.50 990       (21) 

2.31 – 2.40 1000    (21) 2.31 – 2.40 1030     (22) 

2.21 – 2.30 1040    (22) 2.21 – 2.30 1070     (23) 

2.11 – 2.20 1080    (23) 2.11 – 2.20 1110     (24) 

2.00 – 2.10 1120    (24) 2.00 – 2.10 1150     (25) 

Less than 2.0 Not admissible Less than 2.0 Not admissible 

 State Colleges 

Mass. College of Liberal 

Arts 

Mass. College of Art 

State Universities 

Bridgewater State University 

Fitchburg State University 

Framingham State University 

Salem State University 

Westfield State University 

Worcester State University 

University of Massachusetts 

Univ. of Mass. Amherst 

Univ. of Mass. Boston 

Univ. of Mass. Dartmouth 

Univ. of Mass. Lowell 

Mass. Maritime Academy
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What is MassCore? 
MassCore is a state recommended, rigorous program of 
study that aligns high school coursework with college 
and workforce expectations.  The recommended 
program of studies includes: 
 

How Many? Which Subjects? 

4 years English 

4 years Math 

3 years lab-based Science 

3 years History/Social Science 

2 years the same foreign language 

1 year the Arts 

5 additional 
“core” courses 

career and technical education, or 
any other subject areas 

As required by 
state law 

Physical Education (M.G.L. c. 71,s. 3) 

additional 
learning 
opportunities 
including 

• AP classes 
• dual enrollment/ early college  
• senior project/capstone 
coursework 

• online courses for high school or 
college credit 

• service- or work-based learning 

 

MassCore should be considered to be a critical 
component of a student’s overall high school 
experience and may also include employment, 
work-based or community service learning, 
athletics, volunteer or extra-curricular 
activities and additional learning opportunities 
that help prepare students for their future. 
 

What is College and Career Ready? 
 
Being college and career ready means that an 
individual has the knowledge and skills necessary for 
success in postsecondary education and economically 
viable career pathways in a 21st century economy. 
Academic preparation is a critical piece of those 
knowledge and skills. 

 

What can we do? 
 
START NOW 
Sometimes knowing the options is all it 
takes.  As early as middle school students 
should have a college and career plan and 
success in ninth grade is critical.  Get all 
the supports your student needs to pass all 
their classes in ninth grade and have a plan 
for the rest of high school. 
 
AIM HIGH 
Taking challenging courses in high school is 
the single best predictor of how well 
students will do in college. Encourage 
students to take advanced placement, dual 
enrollment and online courses. 
 
LOOK BEYOND 
Good grades and “book smarts” aren’t 
enough. Students need your help to identify 
jobs, internships and volunteer 
opportunities that interest them so they can 
plan for a career and gain experience for 
their life. These opportunities will help 
build workplace and interpersonal skills 
while identifying and supporting their 
career path. 

at else can Parents &Mentors Do? 
 
• Encourage your student to take challenging 

courses in high school including Honors, dual 
enrollment, early college and/or Advanced 
Placement (AP).  

• Support your student in doing his or her 
homework and participating in other school-
sponsored activities. 

• Make it a point to communicate with your 
child’s teachers and counselors about his or 
her progress in school. 

• Partner with your student and the school to 
develop an education and career plan so that 
he or she is ready for what comes next after 
high school. 
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Why MassCore? 
Preparation for College Success 
Taking MassCore means you’re more likely to meet admission requirements for Massachusetts’ 
four-year public colleges and the University of Massachusetts (listed below). It gives you a 
better chance at getting into private colleges as well. Beyond this, MassCore can help you be 
prepared to succeed in college and finish prepared for what’s next. If you want a job that will 
support a family, provide health benefits, and offer a chance for career advancement; you’re 
likely to need an education beyond high school - at least a two-or four-year degree, 
apprenticeship program, military training, or workplace license or certification 

 
Paying the Bills and Getting the Career you want. 
Consider this: Graduates of four-year colleges earn an average $1.4 million more than high 
school dropouts. Students who take challenging academic courses like MassCore in high school 
are more likely to enroll in college, not need academic remediation (which can cost extra 
time and money), and earn a college degree.  
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For More Information go to http://www.doe.mass.edu/ccr/masscore or email  
masscore@doe.mass.edu 

 

College Application & Scholarship Information 

The Oxford High School Guidance Department encourages all students to begin the college 

search process as early as possible.  As a result, there are a number of different services in place 

throughout the four years of high school, including access to College Fairs, Career Fairs, use of 

career interest inventories, individual conferences, and many other individualized experiences 

all aimed at supporting students to plan for life beyond high school.  Students should begin to 

closely examine college entrance requirements as they relate to required coursework as well as 

GPA and SAT requirements during Grade 10.  In addition, students should begin planning 

college visits for the summer prior to their Grade 11 year, and should be prepared for the 

college application process in the fall of their Grade 12 year.   

Guidance meets with all Grade 12 students in September to provide them with the resources 

they need to successfully navigate the college application process.  Many schools now utilize 

the Common Application which Guidance is prepared to assist students with.  In addition, 

Guidance will also host an evening program aimed at assisting parents with the College 

Application process as well as with pertinent information to navigate the financial aid process.  

While this can be an overwhelming time for many, it should be an exciting time and the OHS 

Guidance Staff stands ready and willing to help all students and their families through it.   

For additional information relating to the college application process, financial aid, the college 

search or scholarship information please visit the Guidance Department Website at 

www.oxps.org or by following the Guidance Department on Twitter @PirateGuidance. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.doe.mass.edu/ccr/masscore
http://www.oxps.org/
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